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Stan i perspektywy badan nad stosunkiem wybranych Kosciotéw protestanckich
do polityki wtadz cywilnych i wojskowych w zwiqzku z bezposredniq genezg
i przebiegiem Kampanii polskiej 1939 r.

ABSTRACT

The topic of relations of Protestant Churches towards policies of Polish civilian
and military authorities, in connection with the situation before and during the Polish
September Campaign of 1939, so far, has not been the issue of a particular interest for
both Polish and German researchers. However, there is a number of publications on the
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250 ELZBIETA ALABRUDZINSKA

history of these churches, but the period of 1938-1939 had still been of a little scientific
concern. Most of the works are on the Lutheran Church. More comprehensive publications
refer mainly to the German occupation and they were not touching topics related to the
September 1939 Campaign. At present, they are many controversies, both in Polish and
German historiographies, with regard to attitudes of Evangelic churches towards the Pol-
ish State. This article is signalling main research problems that should be addressed after
the careful archival studies. They should include both documents of a church provenance
and administrative documents from German and Polish archives.

Key words: Protestant churches, Polish September 1939 Military Campaign, status of
research, Poland, interwar period, World War I, state security, loyalty, Lutheran Church,
Evangelical-Union Church

STRESZCZENIE

Tematyka stosunku Ko$ciotéw protestanckich do polityki wiadz cywilnych i woj-
skowych w zwiazku z bezposrednia geneza i przebiegiem Kampanii Polskiej 1939 r. nie
byla do tej pory przedmiotem szczegdlnego zainteresowania badaczy polskich i niemiec-
kich. Istnieje szereg opracowan dziejéw tych Kosciotéw w okresie miedzywojennym, lecz
zawarte w nich ustalenia najczesciej w niewielkim tylko stopniu dotycza lat 1938-1939.
Przedmiotem najwiekszego zainteresowania historykéw byt Kosciét Ewangelicko-Augs-
burski. Z kolei opracowania dziejéw kosciotéw protestanckich w czasie II wojny $wiatowej
obejmuja najczesciej tylko okres okupacji, pomijajac wojne obronna. Niektdre kwestie
stosunku kosciotéw ewangelickich do panstwa polskiego w calym omawianym tu okre-
sie do dzi$ budza wiele kontrowersji zaréwno w historiografii niemieckiej jak i polskiej.
W niniejszym artykule zasygnalizowane zostaly najwazniejsze problemy badawcze, ktére
bedzie mozna opracowac dopiero po przeprowadzeniu kwerendy archiwalnej. Badaniami
nalezy obja¢ zaréwno dokumenty proweniencji koscielnej, jak i panstwowej w archiwach
polskich i niemieckich.

Stowa kluczowe: Koscioty protestanckie, Kampania wrzesniowa, stan badan, Polska,
okres miedzywojenny, II wojna $wiatowa, bezpieczenistwo panstwa, lojalnos¢, Kosciot
Ewangelicko-Augsburski, Kosciét Ewangelicko-Unijny

In Poland, in the second half of the 1930s of the 20th century, there had
been the Protestant community of about one million. Germans accounted
for 72%, Poles — more than 20%, and the remaining part — Ukrainian and
Czechs. The share of the German ethnicity within the clergy had been even
bigger and was up to 80%'. Some more percentage points were added
to the Polish share of the Protestant Community after taking by Poland
the district of Zaolzie (Polish Cieszyn) in October 19382

Most of the Protestants of the Second Polish Republic lived in the fol-
lowing voivodeships: Poznan Voivodeship, Lodz Voivodeship, Silesian,
and Warsaw Voivodeships. An important characteristic of this community

I E. Alabrudzinska, Protestantyzm w Polsce w latach 1918-1939, Toruni 2004, p. 92 and next.
2 E.Palka, Slgski Koéciét Ewangelicki Augsburskiego Wyznania na Zaolziu. Od polskiej orga-
nizacji religijnej do KoSciota czeskiego, Wroctaw 2007, p. 14.
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was the presence of several hundred Churches, religious associations,
and religious communities.

This article covers the issues of Churches of so-called historical Prot-
estantism. i.e. organizations derived directly from the 16th century Ref-
ormation. In the Second Polish Republic, existed several such Churches
representing, in their doctrines, such trends as Lutheranism, Calvinism and
Zwinglianism: Lutheran Church, Evangelical-Union Church in the Upper
Silesia, Polish Evangelical Reformed Church, Vilnius Evangelical Reformed
Church and Evangelical Lutheran Church (Old Lutheran Church).

The status of research on relations of Protestant Churches with Pol-
ish authorities, during the interwar period, from the Munich Conference
in September 1938 till the end of August 1939, is still not satisfactory.
Although the topic of Protestantism in Poland has been quite well cov-
ered, including attitudes of particular Protestant Churches, organizations,
and associations towards structures of the Polish State, but the historical
findings from the period of 1938-1939, in most of the cases, allowed only
partial assessment. The most known are works on the Lutheran Church
and Evangelical-Union Church. Polish Evangelical Reformed Church and
Evangelical Lutheran Church (Old Lutheran Church) received the least
amount of attention.

The main characteristic of the Protestantism in Poland, during the
interwar period, had been a great diversity of ethno-political positions
of representatives of different churches and organizations. The main di-
vision line had been, of course, the ethnicity of Christians and clergy,
but it had also been shaped by other factors. This has been especially
noticeable in the case of two the most German-centric churches — the
Evangelical-Union Church and Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Two publications on Protestant Churches must be mentioned here
as they are a fruit of a significant effort made to prepare a synthesis
of the history of Protestantism in the Second Polish Republic: Protestant-
yzm w Polsce w dobie dwdch wojen swiatowych, vol. 1, 1914-1939 (Eng. The
Protestantism in Poland during Two World Wars) by Woldemar Gastpary®
and Protestantyzm w Polsce w latach 1918-1939 (Eng. Protestantism in Poland
1918-1939) by Elzbieta Alabrudzinska, published 26 years later?.

Polish historians have also at their disposal the monograph of the
Evangelical-Union Church by Stefan Turowski’. However, the work

8 W. Gastpary, Protestantyzm w Polsce w dobie dwich wojen Swiatowych, vol. 1, 1914-1939,

Warszawa 1978.

* E. Alabrudzinska, op. cit. This work was also published in German — see: idem, Der
Protestantismus in Polen in den Jahren 1918-1939, transl. K. Loose, Torun 2010.

5 S. Turowski, Kosciol ewangelicko-unijny w Polsce 1920-1939, Bydgoszcz 1990.
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is considered not to be entirely objective and not to contribute much
to the topic. Olgierd Kiec also presented his work on the Evangelical-
Union Church®. In addition, there are some important findings on the
subject in a number of scientific articles.

The analysis of previous research results showed that the small, sev-
eral thousand strong, Old Lutheran Church had been loyal to the Polish
State. However, there is still a lack of literature and research on relations
of this Church with the Polish authorities on the eve of WWIL.

The Evangelical-Union Church, present in Pomerania and Greater
Poland (Pol. Wielkopolska) regions, showed quite different political atti-
tude. Till 1918, it was an organic part of the Prussian State system, and the
Kaiser was also the Head of the Church. It was the main reason that this
Church was not able to accept change of borders and new political situ-
ation. Therefore, the Evangelical-Union clergy had difficulties, as many
public speeches and sermons of that time had shown, with hiding their
aversion to Poland as a State and many Church members hoped for their
fast return to Germany.

This organization had been continuously refusing to cut ties and rela-
tions with its Mother Church in Germany. It was also financed, during
interwar decades, by the German Ministry of Foreign Affairs and other
German government institutions. Polish authorities considered that fact
as symptomatic of undermining of Polish national sovereignty. The Ger-
man point of view on that topic could be found in selection of documents
prepared and edited by Gerhard Besier®.

However, it is to note that years of 1938 and 1939 is the time of change
in the attitude of the Evangelical-Union Church towards Polish authorities.

¢ O. Kiec, Koscioly ewangelickie w Wielkopolsce wobec kwestii narodowosciowej w latach

1918-1939, Warszawa 1995; See also the German version of the book: idem, Die evangeli-
schen Kirchen in der Wojewodschaft Posen (Poznar) 1918-1939, transl. S. Schmidt, Wiesbaden
1998.

7 P. Hauser, Rola kosciola Ewangelicko-Unijnego w ksztattowaniu si¢ stosunkéw narodo-
wosciowych na terenie Wielkopolski i Pomorza w okresie II Rzeczypospolitej, “Studia Historica
Slavo-Germanica” 1975, 4; E. Alabrudzinska, Znaczenie kwestii wyznaniowych w dziatalnosci
narodowo-politycznej Niemcow w II Rzeczypospolitej, “Dzieje Najnowsze” 2006, 38, 4; idem,
Religia i polityka. Stosunek Koscioléw ewangelickich do panstwa polskiego w latach 1918-1939, in:
O niepodlegtosci ekumenicznie. Wyznawcy réznych Koéciotéw dla Rzeczpospolitej (1918-1939),
eds. S. Bober, S.J. Zurek, Lublin 2018; O. Kiec, Ewangelicki Kosciét Unijny w Polsce wobec
,walki koscielnej” w Trzeciej Rzeszy 1933-1939, in: Polski protestantyzm w czasach nazizmu i ko-
munizmu, ed. J. Ktaczkow, Torun 2009.

8 Altpreuflische Kirchengebiete auf neupolnischem Territorium. Die Diskussion um Staats-
grenzen und Kirchengrenzen nach dem Ersten und Zweiten Weltkrieg, prep. G. Besier, Gottingen
1983, p. 12 and next.
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Historians still differ in their assessments of that specific period. O. Kiec
points out at the positive stance of this Church towards the Third Reich,
such it was in the case of rev. Martin Niemoller from the Confessing
Church (ger. Bekennende Kirche), the strong opponent to the Nazi regime
and after annexation of the Sudetenland in October 1938 by Germany?®.
On the other side, we have opinions of P. Hauser and E. Alabrudziniska,
who argued that the Evangelical-Union Church aimed at normalization
of its relations with the Polish State.

One of the manifestations of a such novel approach was, according
to above-mentioned historians, the issue of celebrating Masses on Polish
public holidays, such the Polish Independence Day and other national
anniversaries. The Evangelical-Union Church joined such festivities only
in 1934 and this continued till 1938-1939, despite the deterioration of Pol-
ish relations with Germany and problems with some elements of Polish
policies towards Churches, religious organizations, and associations.

The anti-clerical policy and sentiment of the Third Reich should here
be added to the picture. They had been perceived as even more danger-
ous than some element of relations with the Polish State!’. This explained
the fact that the Extraordinary Synod in Poznan, long-awaited by Polish
authorities, adopted the resolution breaking its institutional union with
the Evangelical Church in Germany'’.

Problems of tightening Polish policies towards the Evangelical-Union
Church in 1938-1939, including expulsions of priests from the Polish
territory and the attitude of the Church with regard to authorities are
covered in monographs of P. Hauser!? and Dariusz Matelski'® on the
German minority in Poland. The next interesting question is the issue
of close relations of the Evangelical-Union Church clergy with the German
Consulate in Torun that was described in the work of Tomasz Rabant!.

The least politically committed had been the Evangelical-Union
Church in the Upper Silesia. This is mainly due to the fact of its mixed
German-Polish ethnic composition. On the base of the Geneva Conven-
tion, this Church was entitled to have close organizational connections
and links with its Mother Church in Germany. In 1937, due to expiry of the
Convention, the Silesian Voivode, Mr. Michat Grazynski, pushed through

®  O.Kiec, Ewangelicki, pp. 64—65.

10 P. Hauser, op. cit., pp. 116-117; E. Alabrudzinska, Religia, pp. 160-161.

11 E. Alabrudziniska, Znaczenie, p. 91.

12 P. Hauser, Mniejszos¢ niemiecka na Pomorzu w okresie miedzywojennym, Poznan 1998,
pp. 286-287.

13 D. Matelski, Niemcy w Polsce w XX wieku, Warszawa—Poznan 1999, p. 116.

14 T.Rabant, Niemiecki konsulat w Toruniu w latach 1922-1939, Toruri 2003, p. 72 and next.
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and passed very controversial resolution on the temporary organization
of the Evangelical-Union Church in the Upper Silesia. This act intro-
duced some essential elements to this Church’s organization, structure
and operation, and equipped Polish authorities with a very wide range
of powers. In 1938-1939, the Church intensively fought to undermine and/
or eliminate provisions of the Resolution. On Polish side, authorities made
each and every effort to crush the Church opposition to new regulations.
Those elements were presented, in a quite detailed way, in the mono-
graph on the Evangelical-Union Church in the Upper Silesia prepared
by Henryk Czembor® and in the book of E. Alabrudzinska'®.

Also some German historians referred to this specificissue, i.e. Alfred
Kleindienst and Oskar Wagner in their synthetic work Der Protestantismus
in der Republik Polen 1918/19 bis 1939 im Spannungsfeld von Nationalititenpo-
litik und Staatskirchenrecht, kirchlicher und nationaler Gegensz’z'tze". However,
this publication should rather be considered as a source than monograph,
as authors had been direct participants of the events and approached the
problem in a very subjective manner.

The last of the German Churches in Poland, the Lutheran Church
of the Helvetian Confession, had been tens of thousands strong, with
Christians of that confession living mainly in Cracow, Lviv, Stanislawow
and Tarnopol Voivodeships. It also included some Polish and Ukrainian
communities. This Church was always very loyal to the Polish State and
stressed the value of good relations with authorities and governmental
structures.

Its activities and relations with Polish authorities were presented
in a quite detailed way in the work on Protestant Churches in the Second
Polish Republic’s Eastern Borderlands by E. Alabrudziniska'®. Unfortu-
nately, only a small part of the book is dedicated to the prewar period
of 1938-1939. The subject of a key interest and concern for Polish and Ger-
man historians had mostly been the Lutheran Church. It was the strongest
Protestant Church in numbers in Poland and with the most difficult and
complicated relations, including those of ethnic and political character.

15 H. Czembor, Ewangelicki Koéciét Unijny na Polskim Gérnym Slgsku (1922-1939), Kato-
wice 1993, p. 206 and next.

16 E. Alabrudzinska, Protestantyzm, p. 318 and next.

17 A. Kleindienst, O. Wagner, Der Protestantismus in der Republik Polen 1918/19 bis 1939
im Spannungsfeld von Nationalititenpolitik und Staatskirchenrecht, kirchlicher und nationaler Ge-
gensitze, Marburg/Lahn 1985, p. 264 and next.

18 E. Alabrudzinska, Koscioty ewangelickie na Kresach Wschodnich II Rzeczypospolitej, To-
run 1999, p. 175 and next. German version of the book. See: idem, Der Protestantismus in den
Ostgebieten Polens in den Jahren 1921-1939, transl. M. Szreniawska, Torun 2000.
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The Church seated more than 430 thousand Protestant Christians, with
Poles making about one third of the overall number.

At that time, the Church was led by Bishop Juliusz Bursche, Polish
citizen of the German origin who wanted to implement the concept of the
Polish Evangelicalism. He had always been, as most of the Polish Prot-
estant Christians of this Church, a great Polish patriot and person aware
of his responsibility for the fate of the Polish State. This could be clearly
noticed in three biographies of the Bishop prepared by W. Gastpary",
Eduard Kneifel® and E. Alabrudzinska*' as well as in the known book
of Bernd Krebs?>. However, it is necessary to note that the work of E. Kne-
ifel, German Lutheran priest during the term of the Bishop J. Bursche,
is now considered to be very partial and argumentative.

The position of the Polish Protestant Christians towards authorities
in 1930s was also reflected, although in varying degrees in works of Ta-
deusz Stegner®, E. Alabrudzinska®, Jarostaw Ktaczkow® and Grazyna
Kubica®. Polish Lutherans often co-operated with authorities in many
national-political undertakings as they considered that their main objec-
tive was establishing of a strong Polish Lutheran Church. As a result, they
were an active part of many different activities within the Upper Silesia

19 'W. Gastpary, Biskup Bursche i sprawa polska, Warszawa 1972.

20 E. Kneifel, Bischof Dr. Julius Bursche. Sein Leben und Titigkeit 1862-1942, Vierkirchen
1980.

2L E. Alabrudziniska, Juliusz Bursche (1862-1942) — zwierzchnik Ko$ciota ewangelicko-augs-
burskiego w Polsce. Biografia, Torun 2010.

22 B. Krebs, Nationale Identitit und kirchliche Selbstbehauptung. Julius Bursche und die Aus-
einandersetzungen um Auftrag und Weg des Protestantismus in Polen 1917-1939, Neukirchen—
Vluyn 1993. As for the Polish version — see: idem, Paristwo, Nardd, Koéciét. Biskup Juliusz
Bursche a spory o protestantyzm w Polsce w latach 1917-1939, transl. J. Serczyk, Bielsko-Biala
1998.

2 T. Stegner, Polen und Deutsche in der Evangelisch-Augsburgischen Kirche in Polen (1918
1939), “Deutsch-Polnisches Jahrbuch” 1985, 3, p. 156 and next; idem, O ks. dr. Aleksandrze
Schoeneichu (1861-1939), in: Spadkobiercy Reformacji. Ewangelicy w Lublinie i na Lubelszczyz-
nie (historia, kultura, ekonomia, literatura). Erben der Reformation. Protestanten in Lublin und
Lubliner Land (Geschichte, Kultur, Wirtschaft, Literatur), eds. G. Brudny et al., Lublin 2017,
pp. 140-144.

2 E. Alabrudziriska, Protestantyzm w Polsce, p. 284 and next; idem, Koscioty ewangelickie,
in: Historia Pomorza, vol. V, (1918-1939). Wojewddztwo pomorskie i Wolne Miasto Gdarisk, part
2, Polityka i kultura, eds. S. Wierzchostawski, P. Olstowski, Torun 2018, pp. 171-175.

% . Ktaczkow, Koscidt Ewangelicko-Augsburski w Polsce w latach 1918-1939, Torun 2017,
pp. 157-169; idem, Czasopismiennictwo protestanckie w Polsce w latach 1918-1939, Torun 2003,
pp-. 237-239.

2% G. Kubica, Slgskos¢ i protestantyzm. Antropologiczne studia o Slasku Cieszyriskim, proza,
fotografia, Krakow 2011, p. 35 and next.
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and in Dzialdowo Region. They also established many Polish Lutherans
associations and organized Polish Lutheran churches in the Greater Po-
land and Pomerania.

On the eve of WWII, Polish Lutherans demonstrated their willing-
ness to serve the Country, to be a part of a dialogue and displayed the
generosity with regard to National Defence Fund (Pol. Fundusz Obro-
ny Narodowej) and Anti-Aircraft Defence Bonds (Pol. Pozyczka Obrony
Przeciwlotniczej). The most active communities were those in the Cieszyn
Silesia and Warsaw.

The Lutheran Church engagement to support the Polish State could
be evaluated with information available in a number of memoirs and
recollective materials. Based on the memoires of Bishop Karol Kotula,
published in 1998, it is possible to have an interesting insight to the
work of the Polish priest, exercising their pastoral ministry within Pol-
ish communities in Lodz during the period of 1927-1939%. His activities
led to the establishment, in 1937, of the Polish Lutheran Parish in Lodz,
social mobilisation of Polish Lutheran associations, and, in particular,
of the Polish Lutheran Young People Association (Pol. Zwiazek Polskiej
Mtodziezy Ewangelickiej).

In this place, it is worth to mention the profile on rev. Gustaw Mani-
tius, presented in the biography prepared by his grandson Andrzej Mani-
tius®®. Rev. Manitius functioned within the Polish communities, in the
environment dominated at that time by the Poznan Evangelical-Union
Church. He led there his Lutheran Parish, in 1924-1939. He was also
Head of the Lutheran Diocese of the Greater Poland Province. Of course,
such a situation and his commitment to Polishness and patriotism have
been considered objectionable by a part of German clergy and Lutheran
Christians. The situation deteriorated, like in the case of the Evangelical-
Union Church in the Upper Silesia, after adoption of the resolution on the
Protestant churches and its entering into force. In 1938, the ethnic conflict
within the Lutheran Church has become a real threat to its integrity.
Internal disputes lasted till the outbreak of WWII and the situation con-
tinued to exacerbate further due to the tight policies of Polish authorities.
Such problems provoked a lot of controversies, especially in the German
historiography. Most of German authors blame Bishop ]. Bursche for

%7 K. Kotula, Od marzen do ich spelnienia. Wspomnienia z lat 1884-1951, Bielsko-Biata 1998,
p. 141.

2 A. Manitius, Ks. Gustaw Manitius. Pastor ewangelicki, meczennik za wiare i polskosé, To-
run 2015, p. 216 and next.
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most of ethnic and political conflicts within the Polish Lutheran Church®.
However, a number of scientists continue to have opposed views, i.e.
B. Krebs®, Martin Greschat®!, and Andreas Kossert®2.

Also Polish researchers differ in their opinions with regard to the
situation in the Lutheran Church. For example, according to Jerzy Gryn-
iakow® and E. Alabrudziniska® problems emerged due to a number
of reasons. T. Stegner® claimed that J. Bursche valued more Polish affairs
than those of his Lutheran Church, which gathered both ethnic German
and Poles. According to his assessment, he did not fully understand the
metamorphoses of consciousness aspects of the time.

In the subject literature, one more problem is also addressed, i.e. the
attitude of the Lutheran Church towards Polish authorities in 1938-1939
with regard to annexation of Zaolzie (Polish Cieszyn). This action had
been hailed both by the Church hierarchy as well as by Lutheran press™.

Positive attitude towards State authorities was presented by the
Lutheran Church of Poland and Vilnius Lutheran Church, which had

¥ See: A. Kleindienst, O. Wagner, op. cit., p. 25 and next; E. Kneifel, op. cit., p. 108 and

next; idem, Das Werden und Wachsen der Evangelisch-Augsburgischen Kirche in Polen 1517—
1939, Vierkirchen [no date of publication], p. 161 and next; A. Schmidt, H.K. Schmidt, Die
Evangelisch-Augsburgische Kirche Polens 1915-1945. Sachliche Erginzungen zur polnisch—deut-
schen Geschichtsschreibung, Hannover 1995, p. 5 and next.

30 B. Krebs, Pasistwo, p. 207 and next; idem, Narodowa tozsamos¢ i dziatalnos¢ koscielna
Juliusza Burschego oraz spory wokdt misji i pozycji KoSciotéw ewangelickich w Polsce w latach
1918-1942, in: Rodzina Burschéw: opowiesci o polskich ewangelikach, eds. K. Karski, A. Lupien-
ko, Bielsko-Biata 2016, p. 94 and next.

31 M. Greschat, Zachwyt — bezwtad — niepokdj. Uwagi na temat niemieckiego protestantyzmu
w Polsce w okresie narodowego socjalizmu, in: Ko$cioty zaktadnikami czasow. Koscioty protestanc-
kie Niemiec i Polski w XX wieku. Z prac Komisji Historii Kosciola PRE i EKD 1989-1999, eds.
B. Krebs, A. Wojtowicz, Warszawa 2003, p. 76 and next.

32 A.Kossert, , Nieprzejednane sprzecznosci?” Napiecia narodowe w protestantyzmie tédzkim
w latach 1918-1939, in: Przesztos¢ przysztosci. Z dziejow luteranizmu w todzi i regionie, eds.
B. Milerski, K. Wozniak, £.6dz 1998, p. 156 and next.

3 1. Gryniakow, Ustalenie stanu prawnego dla Kosciota Ewangelicko-Augsburskiego, War-
szawa 1976, p. 231 and next.

3 E. Alabrudziniska, Roztam narodowosciowy? Rozwdj opozycji w Kosciele Ewangelicko-Au-
gsburskim w Polsce w latach 1933-1939, in: Polski protestantyzm, p. 31 and next; idem, Biskup
Juliusz Bursche a spdr o granice oddziatywania narodowo-politycznego w KoSciele Ewangelicko-
-Augsburskim, in: Rodzina Burschow, p. 56 and next.

% T. Stegner, Ks. biskup Juliusz Bursche jako kontynuator idei pastora Leopolda Otto, in: Bi-
skup Juliusz Bursche (1862-1942), eds. R. Czyz, D. Szczypka, Wista 2012, pp. 16-17; idem,
Od Otta do Burschego — wizje Kosciota ewangelickiego w odrodzonej Polsce, in: Ewangelicy w obli-
czu niepodlegtosci, eds. M. Legendz, J. Sliwka, Bielsko-Biata 2021, pp. 53-55.

% E.Palka, op. cit., pp. 181-190; J. Ktaczkow, Koscidt, pp. 130-134.
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congregations made mainly with Christians of the Polish ethnicity. Both
churches repeatedly emphasized the role of the Church as a state-build-
ing factor. Such issues were described in quite a detail by Aleksandra
Sekowska®”, E. Alabrudziriska® and Ewa J6zwiak®.

The issue of relations of Protestant churches towards Polish civilian
and military authorities in the context of the Polish September Military
Campaign 1939 has not been, so far, the main area of interest for Polish
and German historians. Although there are many works on the role and
activities of such Churches during the WWII, but such publications cover
mainly times of occupation, not the period of the military campaign itself.
Such problems are just signalled at the margins of available publications.

The problem of Polish efforts to intern Lutheran clergy of the German
ethnicity in the first days of September 1939 was examined both by Pol-
ish and German researches, i.a. in works of W. Gastpary*’, O. Kiec*!, and
E. Alabrudzinska*?, Richard Kammel*}, E. Kneifel**, and B. Krebs®.

Internment as a preventive measure was applied to activists and hier-
archy of different associations and organizations. According to available
data, this measure was applied to 88 Evangelical-Union Church priests,
83 members of Parish Councils, 41 lay officials of the Evangelical-Union
Church, 25 Lutheran priests from the central part of Poland and Wolyn,
as well as to a number of ministers of Lutheran Church and of Helvetian
Confession.

% A. Sekowska, Zbér Ewangelicko-Reformowany w Warszawie w latach drugiej wojny $wia-

towej, in: Ewangelicy warszawscy w walce o niepodlegtosé Polski w latach drugiej wojny swiatoweyj.
Wspomnienia i relacje, ed. A. Janowska, Warszawa 1997, pp. 31.

% E. Alabrudziniska, Koscioly ewangelickie na Kresach, p. 215 and next; idem, Protestan-
tyzm, p. 311 and next.

% K. Jézwiak, Kosciét Ewangelicko-Reformowany po odzyskaniu przez Polske niepodleglosci,
in: Ewangelicy w Niepodleglej, eds. E. J6zwiak, M. Karski, Warszawa 2018, p. 49 and next.

0 W. Gastpary, Protestantyzm w Polsce w dobie dwdch wojen swiatowych, part 2, 1939—
1945, Warszawa 1981, pp. 18-19.

# 0. Kiec, Koscidt Ewangelicko-Unijny w Kraju Warty (1939-1945), in: Koscioly chrzescijati-
skie w systemach totalitarnych, eds. J. Klaczkow, W. Rozynkowski, Torun 2012, pp. 68-69.

£ E. Alabrudziniska, Koscioly protestanckie w latach 1939-1945, in: Historia Bydgoszczy,
vol. 2, part 2, ed. M. Biskup, Bydgoszcz 2004, p. 356.

# R. Kammel, Kriegsschicksale der deutschen evangelischen Gemeinden in Posen und West-
preuflen. Ein Gedenkbuch an die Septembertage 1939, Berlin 1940, p. 24 and next.

# E. Kneifel, Geschichte der Evangelisch-Augsburgischen Kirche in Polen, Niirnberg 1965,
pp. 287-288; idem, Die Pastoren der Evangelisch-Augsburgischen Kirche in Polen. Ein biographi-
sches Pfarrerbuch mit einem Angang, Ansbach 1967, pp. 200-202.

¥ B. Krebs, Paristwo, pp. 223-225.

DOI:10.17951/rh.2024.58.249-265



STATUS AND PROSPECTS FOR RESEARCH ON RELATIONS... 259

The most tragic fate awaited those internees, who marched in convoys
in the direction of Kutno and Lowicz. Among those who died in un-
explained circumstances was the Bydgoszcz superintendent, rev. Julius
Assmann.

One of the issues that still evokes strong emotions is the problem
of the German diversion operation within Pomerania and in Greater
Poland (Pol. Wielkopolska). This mainly refers to so-called “Bydgoszcz
Bloody Sunday” (Pol. “Bydgoska krwawa niedziela”), on 3-4 September
1939%. Even this year, two books were published, with two completely
different interpretations of those events*. Subject literature points often
at facts that Polish troops and civilians were fired upon from bell towers
of Protestant churches. In Bydgoszcz, it had been also a case of murder
of one Protestant priest and incidents of churches’” vandalising.

However, there is also consensus among historians regarding the fact
that the hierarchy and clergy of the Evangelical-Union Church has shown
joy and enthusiasm after the German invasion of Poland. They unambigu-
ously welcomed German soldiers as liberators. This could be proven with
pastoral letters of the Head of the Evangelical-Union Church Paul Blaue
and other Church’s documents included in works of Werner Jochmann*®,
M. Greschat®, B. Krebs®, S. Turowski®, and O. Kiec??.

The position of the Lutheran Church and the Evangelical and Re-
formed Church was absolutely and clearly different. On 1 September
1939, Bishop Juliusz Bursche delivered the radio address titled “To Protes-
tants in Poland” (Pol. “Do ewangelikéw w Polsce”), and the Head of the
Evangelical and Reformed Church, rev. Stefan Skierski, published, similar
in the sentiment, the very patriotic address calling Christians to defend

4 Bydgoszcz 3—4 wrzesnia 1939 roku. Studia i dokumenty, eds. T. Chincinski, P. Machce-

wicz, Warszawa 2008; W. Jastrzebski, Mniejszos¢ niemiecka w Polsce we wrzesniu 1939 roku,
Torun 2010; W. Trzeciakowski, Smier¢ w Bydgoszczy 1939-1945, Bydgoszcz 2012.

¥ Wydarzenia bydgoskie 1939 roku, ed. B. Kopka, Warszawa 2022; W. Jastrzebski, Bydgo-
ska krwawa niedziela 3—4 wrzesnia 1939 roku, Torun 2022.

8 W. Jochmann, Spolecznosé narodowa bez tradycji chrzescijariskiej: nazistowska polityka na-
rodowosciowa w Polsce 1939-1945, in: Koécioty zaktadnikami, pp. 53-54.

¥ M. Greschat, op. cit., p. 83 and next.
B. Krebs, , Nowy ustréj narodowosciowy” a Koscioly ewangelickie — Koscioly w Kraju Warty
(Reichsgau Wartheland) 1939-1944, in: Koscioty zaktadnikami, pp. 102-104.

51 S. Turowski, op. cit., pp. 178-179.
O. Kiec, Koscidt, pp. 70-72; idem, Die evangelischen Christen in der Stadt Posen und im
Siiden Grofipolens vor und nach 1945, in: Deutsche und polnische Christen. Erfahrungen unter
zwei Diktaturen, ed. M. Greschat, Stuttgart-Berlin—-KoIn 1999, pp. 71-72.

50

52

DOI:10.17951/rh.2024.58.249-265



260 ELZBIETA ALABRUDZINSKA

the Country — “To members of the Evangelical and Reformed Church”
(Pol. “Do cztonkdéw Polskiego Kosciota Ewangelicko-Reformowanego”)>.
If we want to assess the price that was paid by the Lutheran clergy
for its relations and cooperation with Polish authorities, we have to quote
the statement of the German historian B. Krebs: “Things that happened
in the Lutheran Church in Poland, should be considered as something
really incredible and believable’. Operational groups of the German Si-
cherheitsdienst des Reichsfiihrers-SS (SD) and Gestapo (niem. Geheime
Staatspolizei), with a support of local informers, arrested, using prescrip-
tion lists prepared by the Foreign Department of the German Lutheran
Church, many members of the hierarchy, clergy and lay men and put
them in concentration camps. The number included Bishop Burse and
some other important representatives of the ‘Polish Protestantism’*.
This specific problem was also presented in publications of Jan Szil-
ing>, E. Alabrudzinska®, Kasper Sipowicz®” and A. Kossert™. The topic
of the martyrology of the Lutheran and Evangelical and Reformed Church
clergy during World War II was also covered in joint publications: W cieniu
$mierci. Ewangelicy — ofiary przesladowart w czasie IT wojny swiatowej™ (Eng.
In the Shadow of Death. Protestants — Victims of Persecution during WWII);
Ewangelicy warszawscy w walce o niepodlegtos¢ Polski w latach drugiej wojny
swiatowej. Stownik biograficzny (Eng. Warsaw Protestants in the Fight for the
Independence of Poland during the Second World War. A Biographical Dic-
tionary)®; Ewangelicy na Gérnym Slasku w ruchu oporu wobec hitleryzmu

% Oredzia duchownych zwierzchnikéw Kosciotéw Ewangelickich z 1 wrzesnia 1939 r., in:
Ewangelicy warszawscy w walce o niepodlegtos¢ Polski, pp. 13-15; T. Wegener, Juliusz Bursche
biskup w dobie przetomdéw, Bielsko-Biata 2003, pp. 95-96; E. Alabrudzinska, Dziatalnos¢ i losy
wojenne biskupa Juliusza Burschego, in: KoScioty chrzescijanskie, pp. 126-127; S. Grochowina,
Koscioty ewangelickie na okupowanych ziemiach polskich w latach 1939-1945, in: Koscioty luteran-
skie na ziemiach polskich (XVI-XX w.), vol. 3, W ramach Rzeczypospolitej, panistw oéciennych i na
emigracji, ed. J. Ktaczkow, Torun 2012, pp. 148-149.

5 B. Krebs, Narodowa, pp. 100-101.

% 7. Sziling, Ko$cioly chrzescijariskie w polityce niemieckich wiadz okupacyjnych w General-
nym Gubernatorstwie (1939-1945), Torun 1988, p. 201 and next.

% E. Alabrudzinska, Juliusz Bursche, p. 130 and next.

5 K. Sipowicz, Przesladowania religijne w Kraju Warty. Represje wobec Polakéw i duchowieri-
stwa polskiego a polityka wyznaniowa rzqdu I1I Rzeszy 1939-1945, £.6dz 2016, pp. 186-188.

% A.Kossert, op. cit., p. 168 and next.

% W cieniu $mierci. Ewangelicy — ofiary przesladowarn w czasie I wojny swiatowej, ed. T. Wo-
jak, Warszawa 1970.

80 Ewangelicy warszawscy w walce o niepodlegtosé Polski w latach drugiej wojny Swiatowej.
Stownik biograficzny, vol. 1, ed. A. Janowska, Warszawa 2007.
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i stalinizmu (1939-1946)°' — Eng. Protestants of the Upper Silesia in the Re-
sistance Movement against Nazism and Communism, as well in other works
of J. Sziling®, Jacek E. Wilczur®, and J. Ktaczkow®. Separate publications
were dedicated to Protestant military chaplains — by Krzysztof Jan Rej®
and Zofia Waszkiewicz®.

To sum up, so far, in the subject literature, there is no significant
work on relations of Polish Protestant churches with civilian and military
authorities, on the eve, just after the outbreak of WWII and during the
Polish September Military Campaign 1939.

The volume of historical research on political role of Churches in the
interwar period is quite significant and findings on the period of 1938-
1939 are just a part of consideration for the history of those two decades.
So far, they have never constituted a separate element of historical stud-
ies. The situation is much worse if we contemplate the time of the Polish
September Military Campaign 1939. In this case, we can only talk about
signalling some research problems that could be elaborated further after
extensive research.

The topic of relations of Protestant Churches to civilian and military
authorities is directly connected to the situation just before and during the
Polish September Military Campaign 1939. Therefore, it could and should
be carefully examined with extensive archival research in the Central
Archives of Historical Records in Warsaw, Central Archives of Modern
Records in Warsaw, National Archives in Poznan and Katowice, Bunde-
sarchiv Abteilungen Reich und DDR in Berlin, Politisches Archiv des
Auswaértigen Amts, and Evangelisches Zentralarchiv Berlin.

61 Ewangelicy na Gérnym Slasku w ruchu oporu wobec hitleryzmu i stalinizmu (1939-1946),

ed. J. Szturc, Katowice 2007.

62 7. Sziling, Martyrologia polskiego duchowieristwa ewangelickiego w latach 1939-1945, in:
Polski protestantyzm, p. 101 and next.

6 1. E. Wilczur, Kapitulacji nie bylo. Historia dotqd przemilczana... Z dziejéw mmniejszoécio-
wych Kosciotéw chrzescijanskich pod okupacjq niemieckq, Warszawa 1999, p. 17 and next.

64 J. Ktaczkow, Radomscy ewangelicy w latach drugiej wojny $wiatowej (1939-1945), in:
Spoteczno$é ewangelicka Radomia podczas okupacji hitlerowskiej, ed. J. Ktaczkow, Radom 2009,
p. 47 and next.

6 K.J. Rej, Ewangelicka stuzba duszpasterska w Wojsku Polskim w latach 1919-1950, ed.
E. Alabrudzinska, Warszawa 2000, p. 93 and next.

6 Z. Waszkiewicz, Ewangeliccy kapelani wojskowi w stuzbie Drugiej Rzeczypospolitej i ich
wojenne losy, in: Polski protestantyzm, p. 131 and next.
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