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Stan i perspektywy badan nad wrzesniem 1939 r. w historiografii ukrairiskiej

ABSTRACT

The issue of September 1939 does not occupy the attention of Ukrainian scholars.
Nevertheless, in the present-day Ukrainian historiography there are publications that
seek to study this period in history to some extent. They do not discuss the military
campaign or military operations but they show the attitudes of society, the response of
the Ukrainian nationalist underground, and the activities of the newly arriving Soviet
occupation authorities. With regard to the events of September 1939, the Ukrainian his-
torians have certainly succeeded in reconstructing relatively well the organization of the
Soviet terror apparatus and preparations of the Ukrainian underground to organize an
uprising. It should be also emphasized that all the achievements of Ukrainian historians
in the field in question are associated with the present-day Ukrainian historiography,
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842 ROMAN WYSOCKI

which has been developing since the late 1980s. During the Soviet period. this subject
was not studied at all, having also left a distorted picture of World War Two, which still
impedes the current work of historians.

Key words: Ukrainian historiography, Ukrainian Soviet historiography, September
1939, Polish-Ukrainian relations

STRESZCZENIE

Wrzesien 1939 r. nie jest zagadnieniem przyciagajacym uwage badaczy ukrainskich.
Niemniej we wspodtczesnej historiografii ukrainiskiej mozna odnalez¢ publikacje, ktore
w pewnym zakresie podejmuja ten okres w dziejach. Nie omawiajg oni kampanii woj-
skowej, dziatant wojennych, ale pokazuja postawy spoteczenstwa, reakcje ukrainskiego
podziemia nacjonalistycznego, dziatalno$¢ nowo instalujacych sie sowieckich wiladz
okupacyjnych. Na pewno w odniesieniu do wydarzen z wrzesnia 1939 r. historykom
ukrainskim udalo si¢ stosunkowo dobrze odtworzy¢ organizacje sowieckiego aparatu
terroru oraz przygotowania podziemia ukrairiskiego do organizacji powstania. Warto przy
tym zaznaczy¢, ze caly dorobek zwigzany jest ze wspotczesna historiografia ukrainska,
rozwijajaca si¢ od konca lat osiemdziesiatych XX w. W okresie sowieckim tematyka ta
w ogole nie byla podejmowana, a na dodatek pozostawita zdeformowany obraz II wojny
Swiatowej, ktéry do dzisiaj utrudnia prace historykom.

Stowa kluczowe: historiografia ukrainska, ukrainska historiografia sowiecka,
wrzesien 1939, relacje polsko-ukrainskie

In the second half of the 1980s, when Gorbachev’s perestroika and glas-
nost started in the Soviet Union, discussion on the history of World War
Two also began to free itself of ideological constraints. One of the parts
of the then Soviet state, where this process assumed a turbulent character,
was the Ukraine of that time. The system transformations caused a crack
in the official narrative about the recent past and gave rise to a memory
conflict. The latter soon became one of the markers in the evolution of the
attitudes and worldview orientation of Ukrainian society. Since then, his-
torians believe, “‘World War Two has been a watershed in the historical
memory of Ukrainians, which divides them politically, ideologically and
mentally’’.

After the proclamation of Ukraine’s independence in 1991, the mem-
ory of World War Two remained (and de facto still is) an instrument
of manipulation in molding the orientation and political attitude of its so-
ciety. At first, many Ukrainians historians evaded reflection on the Soviet
methods of consolidating the picture of Soviet past and its deconstruction.
The reason why they adopted such an attitude was the long-lasting Rus-
sification and Sovietization of the scholarly communities. In these pro-
cesses one should seek the reasons why the Ukrainian state, proclaimed

! B.Tpunesuy, Mim gittnu ma sitina mimis, “Kpuruxa” 2005, 5, p. 2.
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in 1991, did not, in the perception of its past, become an institutional
heir to independence aspirations of 1917-1921(1923), but a continuator
of the administrative tradition of the Soviet republic (i.e. Ukrainian SSR
[Soviet Socialist Republic]). In their overwhelming majority, Ukrainians
also wanted to participate in the myth of ‘shared victory’. The post-Soviet
identity crisis was also conducive to preserving the positive ‘legend” of the
war (WW2), while the symbol of Victory Day (Den’ Pobedy/Den’ Peremohy),
elevated to the status of the most important ‘shared” holiday during Soviet
times, successfully veiled the origin of the outbreak of World War Two
and its connections with the beginnings of enslavement by communism
of East-Central European peoples.

The subject of analysis of the present article is not the whole of Ukrai-
nian historiography devoted to World War Two. It has already produced
serious studies, anywayz, whereas the text below focuses attention on stud-
ies on September 1939. It should be observed that the subject thus defined
requires taking two factors into consideration. First, Ukrainians perceive
World War Two — and thereby September 1939 — from a different angle
than other nations, including Poles and their remaining neighbors. When
the war broke out, the Ukrainians did not have their own national state,
and their political aspirations were not supported in the international
arena. In Ukrainian historiography, September 1939 was therefore never
(nor is) perceived as a moment of defense of their own statehood, while
it was seen as an event that brought a change in the geopolitical line-up
and eventually subordinated to the Soviet regime the western part of the
Ukrainian people, hitherto free from the dominance by the communist
state. In national Ukrainian memory and historiography, the September
of 1939 is thus not a Ukrainian war campaign in defense of independence,
but the beginning of the final enslavement of the inhabitants of West-
ern Ukrainian territory and the unification of the annexed territory with
the other areas of the Soviet Union — as part of the quasi-independent
Ukrainian SSR.

Second, it should be taken into account that the political events
in East-Central Europe resulted in the fact that Ukrainian historical stud-
ies on September 1939 were allowed for several decades only as part
of the “Ukrainian Soviet historiography” functioning (theoretically) in the
Ukrainian SSR or were pursued by Ukrainian historians living in the Free

2 See for example: O. Aucenxo, Iemopionucars Jpyeoi ceimogoi eiiinu sk camocmiiia

Jucyunina, in: Yxpaina ¢ Apyeiii ceimosiii 6itini: nozasd 3 XXI cmoaximms. Iemopuuni napucu,
vol. 1, eds. B.A. Cmoairi et al., Kuis 2010, pp. 9-42; B. Crenikesuy, Padstrcvka icmopiozpagis
Apyzot céimosoi sitinu, in: Ypaina, vol. 1, pp. 43-82; O. Mapymienxo, OcrosHi merderuii cy-
uacnoi simuusnaoi icmopiozpadii Jpyzoi céimosoi sitinu, in: Ypaina, vol. 1, pp. 83-142.
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World and creating (in fact) a decidedly more modest ‘Ukrainian émi-
gré historiography’. The end of either took place together with political
changes, which led to the fall of the Soviet state. Regardless of their role
and quality, they functioned until 1991 as two parallel entities. At the
turn of the 1980s and 1990s they began to die out, with contemporary
Ukrainian historiography having been based on the two traditions.

* X X

The party elites in the Soviet Union devoted considerable attention
to history as science for they saw it as a tool for the indoctrination of soci-
ety. On the other hand, the social status of a professional historian in the
Soviet Union was high®. Practitioners of this profession were not merely
‘an addition to the party apparatus’, and many of them identified “schol-
arship with party adherence”. Under ideological and political pressure,
historical studies in the Ukrainian SSR, first of all in the area of the con-
temporary period, ultimately followed the directions far removed from
what scholarly research is®. An exemplification of the subjugation of his-
torical research was the Soviet version of the events of September 1939.

Despite the lapse of several decades since the fall of the Soviet Union,
a discussion is still going on the essence of the concept of “Ukrainian Soviet
historiography’. Writing on the subject, Andrii Portnov and Volodymyr
Masliichuk came to believe that ‘In Ukraine [...] there is a predominant
generalization of the Soviet experience so that it would look all-embrac-
ing, external and first of all collective. [...] The specificity of development
of Soviet historical science in Ukraine is often reduced to the problem
of repression and oppression, with former party historians and specialists
in revealing various bourgeois and bourgeois-nationalist falsifications being
particularly eager to present themselves as victims of such repressions’.

Several decades earlier, ‘Ukrainian Soviet historiography’ was
treated far more severely by the émigré historian Oleksandr Ohloblyn.
When describing it, he argued that ‘After World War Two, free historical

8 A. Portnow, W. Maslijczuk, Historiografia ukraitiska. Doswiadczenia sowietyzacyi,
“Pamied i Sprawiedliwo$¢” 2014, 1, p. 420.

¥V aewamax momarimapusmy Iepute dsadusmupivus Incmumymy icmopii Yipainu HAH
Yipainu (1936-1956 pp.). 36ipnux doxymenmis i mamepiaris: Y déox uacmumax, vol. 1, 1936
1944, eds. P.S1. ITupir et al., Kuis 1996, p. 3

5 A. Portnow, W. Maslijczuk, op. cit., p. 416.

6 See more: O. Oraobaun, Jymxu npo cyuacny ykpaincoky cosemcovky icmopiozpadiio,
Hero-Mopxk 1963; A. Bunap, IIpays npo cyuacny yxpaincoky icmopiozpadito, “YKpaiHCbKII
icropux” 1963, 1, pp. 16-18.

7 A. Portnow, W. Maslijczuk, op. cit., p. 401.
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scholarship in Ukraine in reality ceased to exist. [...] Ukrainian Soviet his-
toriography [was] entirely subordinated to the political goals and orders
of the communist government, and forced to follow the path of Moscow
bolshevism’, and in the 1940s and 1950s ‘it lost its Ukrainian character’
and ‘found itself beyond the borders of true historical scholarship’®. This
opinion, particularly accurate in the case of what Soviet historians wrote
about the beginnings of World War Two, is still shared today by some
scholars. The majority of present-day Ukrainian historians maintain, how-
ever, that with the reformation of scientific institutions and reconstruc-
tion of universities in the Ukrainian SSR the studies produced in them
were admittedly ‘of ideological-propagandistic character’ but were part
of historiography, and that the texts that were published, especially from
the 1960s, cannot be entirely written off’.

In Soviet history manuals the events of the first month of World War
Two were called the ‘Golden September’. The term reflected their ap-
proach to those events. The aim of such a construction was to convince
the Soviet society that inhabitants of the annexed territories expressed
enthusiasm and joy at the news about the entry of the Soviet army and
incorporation of the eastern provinces of the Second Polish Republic [Of-
ficially known in the interwar period as the Republic of Poland] into the
Soviet Union'’. The propagandistic picture of euphoric feelings could
be constructed only by concealing the actual course of events. That
is why in Soviet studies and collections of documents hardly anything
was written about September 1939. Although the month was sometimes
mentioned, the description of the course of events was consciously omit-
ted. Instead of analyses of the ‘Golden September’, the published studies
mixed facts with propaganda and falsehood, stressed propaganda slogans
about the “unification of Western Ukrainian lands with the Ukrainian
SSR’, presented the support by the working masses, the organization
of Ukrainian People’s Assembly, ‘benefits’ of economic integration of the
captured territories, and deprecated the Ukrainian national movement
and the institution of the pre-war Polish state.

The first monographs by Ukrainian authors describing the beginning
of World War Two appeared in the Soviet Union shortly after its out-
break!'. Soviet studies, according to Mykhailo Koval, were distinguished,

8 O. Oraobany, op. cit., pp. 5, 15.

A1.C. Kaaaxkypa, Yipaircoxa icmopiozpagis. Kype rexuii, Kuis 2004, pp. 13, 314.
Biiina i migp. Hesidoma Apyea ceimosa, eds. O. 3inuenxo, B. B aTposmy, M. Mariopos,
Kuis 2016, p. 42.

11 B. Crewkesuy, op. cit., p. 43. See also: TepHonirvujuna Ha Kor2ocnHomy wasxy, TepHo-
miap 1941.

9
10
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however, by the fact that ‘Distortion of truth about the war began right
after it started’'?. The textbook Istoriia Ukrainy: Korotkyi kurs published
in Kyiv in 1940 therefore argued that ‘the Polish-German war, which
broke out in the early days of September 1939 revealed total helplessness
of landowner and bourgeois Poland, artificially created with the help
of England and France. During the first ten days of war Poland lost all
its industrial and cultural centers. [...] The Soviet nation could not be in-
different to the fate of their brothers — Ukrainians and Belarusians [...].
Expressing the will of its people, the Soviet government decided to help
its brothers. On September 17, 1939 it ordered the command of the Work-
ers’ and Peasants” Red Army to cross the border and protect the lives and
property of the population of Western Ukraine and Western Belarus’®.
The quoted stance was significant for a least two reasons. First, it was
one of the first examples of texts printed in the Ukrainian SSR, which
showed how one should write about the beginning of the war. Second,
its ulterior purpose was to produce a new proof of the existence of the
Russian-Ukrainian community of fates'!. From the perspective of the
time, the main flaw of Soviet publications of that time was the ideologi-
cal key — determining the way of presenting events — and the inclusion
of false information in the texts'. It was also quickly discernible in them
that the myth of “unification of the Western Ukrainian lands with Soviet
Ukraine” became in the then Soviet historiography both a parallel with
the seventeenth-century Pereiaslav Agreement (also promoted by Soviet
historiography), which was to show Russian-Ukrainian brotherhood and
their ‘eternal aspiration’ to be reunited, and also the continuation of the
medieval myth of gathering ‘Russian lands’'®. Measures in this direction
were particularly strongly intensified together with the ordered prepara-
tions in 1948 for the ceremonious celebrations of the tenth anniversary
of the events'”.

12 M.B. Kosaas, Apyea csimosa siiina i Yipaina (1939-1945 pp.): icmopiocofcvki nomamxiu,

Kuis 1999, p. 6.

B3 Jemopis Ypainu: Kopomwuii kype, eds. C.M. Beaoycos et al. Kuis 1940, p. 390.
A1.C. Kaaakypa, op. cit., pp. 300-301.
B. Creukesny, op. cit., p. 48.
B.M. babini, Boss'eonanns 3axionoi Yipainu 3 Yxpaincoxoro PCP, Kuis 1954; Topxe-
CMeo icmopuyHoi cnpasedAusocmi. 3aKoHoOMipHiCmb 6033’ €OHANHS 3AXIOHOYKPATHCOKUX 3eMEAD
6 edunit Ykpaincoxii Padancoxitt depxasi, Absis 1968; Hasycmpiu eori: Jo 40 piuus 6033’e0-
HAHMA YKPATHCOKUX 3eMeAb 6 eouniti Padancokiil couiaricmuuniii depxasi, eds. M.K. Isaciora,
ATl Kaaunoscokuit, AbBiB 1979; Boss’ednanns 3axionoykpaincokux demerv 3 Padsmcoxoro
Vxpainoto, ed. 10.1O. Canska, Kuis 1989.

17 Beenapoone cesimo. Mamepiaru i 00KyMeHmu npo CesSmKY6ants 0ecamupivus 6033 ednan-
HS YKpaincokozo Hapody 6 eduniil Yipaincoxit Padancokiil depxasi, Kuis 1950; B.B. Aposaos,
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It might seem that the description of September 1939 should be quick-
ly found in the collections of documents published by historians. How-
ever, during the Soviet era, when the myth of the ‘victory of the Soviet
Union in World War Two” was promoted with great intensity, they also
fulfilled a propaganda function. Which is why — Oleksandr Lysenko ob-
serves — ‘publications of war-time documents could be counted on the
fingers of one hand’!®, and what was published contained at best single
and secondary items of information on the events of September 1939."° All
the published collections of documents were an example of how Septem-
ber 1939 should be passed over in silence so that it would be impossible
to reconstruct events, carry out an analysis of the attitudes of society,
or to reconstruct the actual course of social transformations®.

The output of “Ukrainian Soviet historiography’ does not contain
separate texts devoted to 1939. It is also worth mentioning that by the
mid-1980s in the Soviet Union there were guidelines in force, according
to which it was obligatory to deny the existence of the secret German-
Soviet agreement (pact)?'. Parallel with these, it was argued that the sei-
zure of the eastern provinces of the Second Polish Republic was a noble
act, a patriotic and pragmatic action meant to build a defense line against
Nazi aggression. This formula was to strengthen the myth of realism
in Soviet foreign policy?. It was repeated word for word, but with the
conscious omission of some expressions, in successive monumental pub-
lications on the history of the Ukrainian SSR. The pattern can be seen
in the two-volume Istoriya Ukrainskoy SSR published in the first half of the
1950s. The version presented therein is that September 1, 1939 is the date
of the Third Reich’s aggression against Poland, during which England
and France left the Second Polish Republic all alone and did not hasten

Padsancoxuil opiyiunuii cesmxosuii OUCKYpe 1 KOMeMOpAMUEHT Npaxkmuxy Ha nPpueoHanux yxpa-
incokux mepumopiax (na npuxAadi C6AMKY6as 0ecAMupivus «6033'€OHANHS YKPaiiCcokoz0 Ha-
pody»), “Zaporizhzhia Historical Review” 2022, 6, pp. 242, 245.

18 O. Aucenxo, op. cit., p. 12.
Boss’ednanis yxpaitcokozo napody 6 eduniii Ykpaircoxii Padancokiit depxasi (1939—
1949). 36ipnux doxymermis i mamepiaris, eds. I'l. I'ysaenxo, ®. Illesuenxo, Kuis 1949; Pa-
oancoxuii Avsis, 1939-1955. Joxymermu it mamepiaru, ed. M. Isactora, Ansis 1956; Couyianic-
muyHi nepemsopens 6 3axioHux ooracmsx Yxpaincoroi PCP, 1939-1979. 30iprux dokymenmis
i mamepiaris, ed. A.A. SApemuayx, Knis 1980, Padancvia Teproniroujuna 1939-1958: Jorymer-
mu it mamepiaiu, eds. C.I1. Heuait et al., /1bBiB 1971.

20 Padancoruii Avsis. Jokymenmu i mamepiaru (1939-1955), Absis 1956; Pegortoyitiia 60-
pomvba na Tepnonirvuyuni 1917-1939 pp. (Jokymermu i mamepiaru), Tepromias 1959.

2L Darvcuguxamopor ucmopuu (Memopuueckas cnpaska), Mocksa 1948, pp. 56, 64.
H.C. /eGeaesa, Cenmatdpo 1939 z.: Iorvwa mexdy Iepmanuen u CCCP, “Bectauk
MIMIMO-Yunusepcurera” 2009, 4, p. 231.

19

22
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to defend it and that World War Two began simultaneously in different
parts of the world and without an official declaration. ‘In view of the
aggression by the German army’ — the text said — ‘the Soviet Union was
compelled to take radical measures to hold off [the Germans’] further
movement [...]. In order to do so, on September 17, 1939 the Soviet troops
crossed the border of the collapsed Polish state and provided protection
to Western Ukraine and Western Belarus’. The narrative of the Septem-
ber 1939 events was brief and was reduced to showing the weakness
of the Polish authorities, German advantage and the heroic defense of the
country by ‘Polish patriots’, who were the ‘working masses’. The term
‘liberation” in the propaganda language was always accompanied by the
claims about the joy of the inhabitants of the provinces of the Second
Polish Republic on hearing the news about the entry of the Red Army,
about the involvement of people in forming local authorities and election-
organizing committees, and the Ukrainian People’s Assembly®.

Over the next decades of the existence of the Soviet state nothing
changed in this kind of narrative. It should be also remembered that
‘Ukrainian Soviet historiography” never went beyond the scope defined
by Moscow. That is why the changes brought by the years 1956-1962
in the interpretation of World War Two did not apply to September 1939
— it continued to be omitted in the studies devoted to Polish-Soviet rela-
tions?, there was no mention of the then military operations, and the
first days of German aggression and the process of establishing Soviet
authorities in the eastern provinces of the Second Polish Republic were
not reconstructed, nor were the attitudes of society or any of its nation-
ality groups examined. This was also discernible during the Brezhnev
era, when all criticism of the external policy of the Soviet Union was
forbidden. A perfect example of such limitations was the multi-volume
source publication Dokumenty Vneshnei Politiki SSSR. After the appearance
in print in 1977 of Volume 21, which contained documents of 1938, the
publication of consecutive documents was stopped for almost twenty
years®. On the other hand, in the 1970s i.e. in the Brezhnev era, articles
began to appear that touched upon the September of 1939. They were
not fully devoted to that period but they mentioned it. Examples of such
publications can be found in the historical journal “Ukrainskyi Istorychnyi
Zhurnal”. During the space of the first dozen or so years of its existence,
references to September 1939 were avoided but this changed in the late

B Ucemopus Yxpauncxoii CCP, vol. 2, eds. AK, Kacumenxo et al., Kues 1954, pp. 371,

421, 433-434.
% VLA Kynawo6a, Cosemcxo-noavekue omuoutenus (1939-1945), Kues 1963.
% H.C. lebeaesa, op. cit., p. 231.
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1960s because of the presentation of activities of the communist movement
between 1939 and 1941%. Passing references to the beginning of World
War Two appeared in the texts devoted to “socialist transformations’?,
the role of communists in them?® and the structures that they formed®.

Similar changes can be found in the twenty-six volume Istoriia mist i sil
Ukrainskoi RSR. In individual volumes devoted to the territories annexed
by the Soviet Union in 1939, information appeared about the ‘progress’

of the Soviet power in the second half of September 1939, about the

% MLIIL Tecaenxo, [Tponazanducmevka ma azimauiitHo-macosa podoma napmiitHux opzaHisa-

it 3axionux oobaacmeii Yipairu ¢ 1939-1941 pp., “Yxpaincekmii icropuanmnii xxypnaaa” 1971,
12, pp. 22-31; idem, Opeanizauyiiino-napmiiina podoma 6 3axionux obracmsax Yipainu (1939-
1941 pp.), “Yxpaincekuii icropmanamii xxypuaa” 1975, 9, pp. 68-72; idem, [lapmiiine kepis-
HULINEO CIEOPeHHAM 1 OISADHICTIIO0 MACOBUX OP2ANIsALil mpydauLux y axionux obaacmsx YPCP
(6epecervo 1939—uepserv 1941 pp.), “Yxpaincexkuii icropuanmii xxypuaa” 1978, 12, pp. 45-51;
M.C. Kanrtoka, Poav npecu 6 ideiitomy 6uxosarti mpyosuyux 3axionux obaacmeii Yxpainu
(1939-1941 pp.), “Yxpaincpkuit icropwaanii xxypaaa” 1976, 4, pp. 111-116; T.I. Muxaii-
a1ota, M.M. Tropenkos, [Tpo nepuii coyiaricmuuni nepemeoperiis na Posenujuni (1939-1941
pp.), “Yxpaiacekumit icropyranamit xxypraa” 1973, 3, pp. 105-109; C.M. Cupuosa, [lepuii kpo-
KU COUTANICIMUNHUX nepeneéopettb Y npomucrosocmi saxionux ooracmeit YPCP (1939-1941 pp.),
“Yxpaincpkuit icropuanmii Xypnaa” 1969, 11, pp. 28-32; B.O. Illnituyk, Jdisaviicmo mpyos-
ugux saxionux obaacmeii YPCP y micyesux Padax (1939-1941 pp.), “YKpaiHChKMIT icTOpUIHMIT
xypHaa” 1974, 11, pp. 75-78; B.IO. Maaanuyx, Iloavcoki komynicmu y Aveosi (19391941
pp.), “Yxpaincekuit icropuanmit xypaaa” 1970, 8, pp. 90-94.

2 B./. Bapeusknit, Couiaricmuuni nepemeopenis 8 3axionux o0iacmsx YPCP ¢ dosoen-
Hutt nepiod, Kuis 1960; B.V. Macaoscskuit, B 6opvoe c spazamu coyuarusma: Ouepku ucmo-
puL KAACCO601i GOpLOLI HA CeAe 6 nepuod NOCHIPoeH sl 0CHOE COUUAAUIMA 6 3ANAOHDIX 00AACTAX
Yxpaunvr 1939-1950 2z., AvoB 1984; Couyiaricmuuna nepedydosa i po3sUmox Cirbcbkozo 20cno-
dapcmea Yipaincoxoi PCP, vol. 2, (1938-1970 pp.), Kuis 1968; 3 icmopii korexmugisauyii cirv-
cvK020 20cnodapcmea 3axionux obracmeri Yipaincvioi PCP. 36ipnux doxymenmis i mamepia-
ais, eds. M.K. Isaciora et al., Kuis 1976. See also: A.B. Cannesna, Tpyodsuii nicas60eH11020
ceaa Yipaitu 6 padancokiii icmopiozpadii, in: Iemopiozpagiuri docaidxenns ¢ Ypaircokiii PCP,
vol. 1, eds. @.I1. llesuenxo et al., Knis 1968, pp. 21-45; 1.51. Komrapuuit, Pscti naodu opyxk-
6u (Exoromiuni i KyAbmypHi nepemeoperts y 3axionux obaacmax Yxpainu 3a poxu paosincoxoi
6aadu), AsBiB 1974; idem, V cysip’T coniaricmuunoi kyarvmypu. Kyavmypre 0ydisHuumeo 6 603-
3’eonanux obracmsx YPCP (1939-1958 pp.), Avsi 1975; B.M. Xoaesuyk, Possumox Hayku
6 3axionux odracmsax Yxpaircoxoi PCP 6 nepiod xomyricmuutozo 6ydisHuymea, “YKpaiHCHKIIT
icropmunmit xxypraa” 1973, 11, pp. 74-84.

B UL.A. Yepuum. KomyHicmuuna napmis Yxpainu — opzanizamop couiaricmuiux nepemeo-
pertv Ha ceal 6 3axionux odbaacmsax YPCP (1939-1958 pp.), Avsis 1963; C.I'. Makcumos, Komy-
nicmu Boauni — opzanizamopu 6opomvou mpyoaujux npomu azposu eitinu, na saxucm CPCP
(1929 — sepecertv 1939 pp.), “Yxpaincbkmii icropranamit xXypraa”1967, 9, pp. 64-70.

¥ C.M. Yanyra, Komynicmu 3axionoi Yipainu — kepisHa cura pesoriouiiinoi 6opomvou po-
6immHuy020 KAacy ma mpyosiu,020 ceastcmen (cepnerv 1938 — eepecertv 1939 pp.), “YxpaiHchKmit
icropmunmii xxypHaa” 1969, 9, pp. 27-33.
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chronology of occupation of individual towns by the Red Army, about
the forming of the organs of Soviet power, and support rallies®. Similar,
although still general formulations can be found in the ten-volume work
Istoriya Ukrainskoy SSR, published in the first half of the 1980s. It should
be also emphasized that in the case of this publication there was a clear
distinction between the terms “World War Two’ and the ‘Great Patriotic
War’. No one was still bothered, however, that the published text referred
to mutually exclusive theses: about “the liberation march” and about ac-
tions intended to ‘hinder the further movement of German-fascist troops’.
At the same time, the term ‘“unification of the Western Ukrainian lands
with Soviet Ukraine” was increasingly often used to cover also the an-
nexations of the Romanian territory (Bukovina and Bessarabia) and that
of Czechoslovakia (Zakarpathia)®.

* % X

The Soviet authorities also tried to transplant their propaganda picture
of the September 1939 events into the emigration environment®>. From the
end of World War Two, for over four decades the émigré historians were
the only ones, however, who enjoyed complete freedom in conducting
research on the history of Ukraine®. Despite dispersion, they generally
organized research work within Ukrainian learned societies (Shevchenko
Scholarly Society, Ukrainian Free Academy of Sciences, Ukrainian His-
torical Society, and others), at Western universities, especially at those
where Ukrainian studies were conducted (Harvard Ukrainian Research
Institute, Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies), at museum and archive
institutions, and at some foreign scholarly centers operating on behalf
of Churches, and at political centers®. Until the mid-1980s their works had

30 See for example: Icmopis micm i cia Yipaincowoi PCP, vol. 3, Boauncvka o0Aachiv, ed.

I.C. Kaimam, Knuis 1970, pp. 33, 70, 101.

8L Uemopus Yipauncxon CCP, vol. 7, Yipaunckas CCP ¢ nepuod nocmpoenus u yipenae-
Hus coyuarucmudeckozo obujecmea (1921-1941), eds. C.B. Kyapunmxuit et al., Kues 1984,
pp. 562-563, 618-652. Vide also: Mexdynapoonas noddepxa 6opobvt mpydsusuxcs beccapa-
6uu 3a éoccoeduneriue c cosemckoil poduriot: (19181940 22.): coopHuk doKyMeHmos u mamepua-
206, eds. C.A. Adreniok, A.M. Konaucknit, Knmmaes 1970.

%2 Buseorena 3axiona Yxpaina i amepuxancoxi yxpainyi, Heo-Vopx 1939. See also:
IT. KpaBuyx, I1. Aucerts, 3a6:x0u 3 pioHum napodom. Yuacmo KanadcbKux ykpainie iy 6opomvoi
sa sussorers 3axionoi Ykpainu, Toponrto 1959.

3 See: M. Uybatuit, Yipaiticoka icmopuuna nayxa (ii possumox ma docsienenis), Piaajean-
Pisa 1971, pp. 42-47.

3 M. Taaienko, Yipaircoki apxiei ocepedwu ¢ ITisniunitt Amepuyi, “Crientiaapsi icro-
PUYHI AMCIIUIIAIHN: IUMTaHHHA Teopil Ta Metoauku” 2001, 7, pp. 253-264; A. AtamaHeHKO,
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in principle no recipients in Ukraine. It was only from the time of Gor-
bachev’s perestroika that the situation gradually changed®.

Among the works of émigré Ukrainian historians there are also
no separate studies devoted to September 1939. This problem almost
never appeared in the only emigrant Ukrainian scholarly historical journal
“Ukrainskyi Istoryk” published since 1963. Admittedly, scholars in exile
closely observed publications that appeared in the Soviet Union and in the
West*®, but they themselves avoided carrying out studies on the begin-
ning of World War Two. In the case in question, it was understandable
because the community of professional Ukrainian émigré historians was
small and did not have specialists in every subject area.

On the other hand, only in exile after World War Two, monographs
were published that mentioned the actual context and course of events
in September 1939.% Despite laconic descriptions they contain first at-
tempts to analyze the attitudes of Ukrainian society and the course
of events in the first months of World War Two in the territory of the for-
mer eastern provinces of the Second Polish Republic. An example of valu-
able documentary and memoir publications produced in that community
was the studies by Milena Rudnytska®, Volodymyr Kubiiovych®, Kost’
Pankivskyi* and Taras Bulba-Borovets*!. An important place is occupied
by extensive studies devoted to individual regions. In these publications
we can find descriptions of the events of September 1939. Quite often
they concern situations in selected places and are their first authentic
descriptions showing diverse attitudes and fates of society.**.

B, Aramanenxko, Yipaitcoke icmopuite mosapucmeo 6 KoHmexkcmi yxpaincokoi icmopiozpaii
XX cm. (Homamxu 3 nazodu tosireto), “Hayxosi sanmckn HamionaasHoro yrisepcurery
«Ocrposbka akageMis». Cepis «lcropuuni nayku»” 2020, 31, pp. 115-126.

% $1.C. Kaaakypa, op. cit., p. 4.

I. Kameneusknii, Cman docAidie i nyOAikayii 6 0iAdHUI icmopii HiMelbKoi oKynayii
Yxpainu nid uac dpyzoi céimogoi eitinu, “Ykpaincekuii icropux” 1964, 4, pp. 14-18, 1965, 1-2,
pp- 3845.

% An example was the study by Roman Ilnytskyi published in German. The events of
September 1939 did not attract his special attention — he discussed them first of all in the
context of the provisions of the Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact. Vide: R. IInytzkyj, Deutschland
und die Ukraine 1935-1945, vols 1-2, Miinchen 1955-1956, pp. 242-246.

3% 3axions Ypaina nio 6orvuesuramu, ed. M. Pyarumbka, Heto-Vopk 1958
B. Ky®Gistosuy, Ypaitui 6 Ieneparvniii I'yoepii 1939-1941, Byenoc-Aripec 1975.

K. TTanpkisebkmit, Poxu nimetvroi okynayii, Heio-VMopk-Toponto 1965.
T. Byanba-boposens, 36poiita 6opomvba Yipainu 1917-1950, [no place of publication]

36

40
41
1951.

2 See for example: ITepemumav — axionuii 6acmion Ykpainu, ed. B. 3ararikesuy,

HbIO-MOpK—(DI/IA}IAEA(l)i}I 1961; Hadoyxanuwuna: Coxarvuyuna, bLeasujuna, Padexisujuna,
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It should be emphasized that also émigré historians who focused
their research on the subject of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army and the
Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN) did not devote too much
attention to the first days of World War Two. An excellent example was
the largest documentation undertaking of that period — Litopys Ukrainskoi
Povstanskoi Armii. Out of monographic studies, however, an exception was
the work by Petro Mirchuk, devoted to the activities of the Organization
of Ukrainian Nationalists. It singled out short subsections about the fights
of members of the Ukrainian nationalist underground against the units
of Polish army and police in the first days of the war®. Some historians
associated with this research trend (but not only) began to publish their
studies in Ukraine in the 1990s. Among them were also the studies impor-
tant for the subject under discussion, e.g. those mentioning the German
theme in the Ukrainian question in 1939*,

* % X

From the end of the 1980s, historical research in Ukraine in the area
of studies on World War Two followed a new trend®. It was then that
present-day Ukrainian historiography emerged®. It developed based
on the existing ‘Soviet historiography’, having implemented the achieve-
ments of the émigré circles at the same time*. Changes within it followed
the path of evolution and that is why, after 1991, among the Ukrainian
scholars of the most recent period there was a strong although consis-
tently weakening ‘post-Soviet trend’. Historians associated with it shed
the political baggage and restored the standards of scholarly work. Paral-
lel with it, they disseminated the conviction that different interpretations
from the previous era and contemporary ones were not mutually negative
but a consequence of that ‘each new generation should write their own

Kameneuuuna, Xoamuyuna i [Tioasmus. Iemopuuro-memyapruii 36iprui, vols 1-3, ed. M. Map-
tunok, Heio-Vopk, 1986-1994; Cmpuiiuuna. Iemopuuro-memyapruii 36ipnux ero 1-3, eds.
L. TTeaencrka, K. Bab'sx, Huio-Vopk 1990-1993. Vide also: €. ITacrepnak, Hapuc icmopii
Xoamuguru 1 ITioaswurs, Binniner 1968, pp. 238-247.

#TI. Mipuyk, Hapuc icmopii Opeanizauii Yxpaincowxux Hauionaricmis, vol. 1, 1920-1939,
Mionxen 1968, pp. 586-587.

# See: B. Kocux, Ykpaina i Himewwuna y dpyeiit csimosiit siitni, Tlapysxk—Hpro-Vopk—/bsis
1993.

# See for example: M.I. T[Tanuyk, 3namerna nodis ¢ icmopii yxkpaincokozo 1apody, “Ykpa-
IHCBKUIL icTopuunmii xxypHaa” 1989, 10, p. 43.

¥ 1.C. Kaaakypa, op. cit., p. 4.

Y A. Cakaaa, “Yipaincokuir icmopux”: Tenesa, memamuka, nocmami, HLIO—I7[opK—KM'1'B
2003, p. 24.
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history’. The source of their declaration was not the negation of episte-
mological realism in historical research but an attempt to impose ethical
relativism in assessing the work of historians with an intention of avoid-
ing discussions about the need to square accounts with the political and
ideological legacy of the communist era*. Traces of such views are still
seen today in the studies even by younger-generation scholars.

The erosion of the ‘Soviet’ model of presenting the past and the new
political realities soon, however, tipped the scales towards the scholars
who defended scientific objectivity, were open to contacts with the ex-
ternal international scholarly world and sought new methodological
approaches while at the same time not accepting stereotypes, old pat-
terns and ideologization of science. They understood that Ukraine’s
participation in World War Two was not confined to the turning points
of 1941-1945 and that is why it required a new presentation®. To them,
a symptomatic question in the change of the Ukrainian approach to the
beginning of World War Two was the matter of Carpathian Ukraine and
the declassified documents about the ‘Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact’*’. They
pointed out that the Ukrainians became victims of an international conflict
in March 1939, when Hungarian troops attacked militarily and occupied
Carpathian Ukraine, whereas in September 1939 the Soviet occupation
began in the territories of Galicia, Volhynia and Polesie, and the German
occupation took place west of the line demarcated under the Ribbentrop-
Molotov Pact®. In late June and early July 1940, the Soviet Union carried
out new annexations and incorporated the areas of North Bukovina and
Bessarabia into the Ukrainian SSR. June 1941 brought the Third Reich’s
invasion of the Soviet Union and the extension of the German occupation
onto the territory of whole Ukraine, which ultimately ended in mid-1944,
almost a year before the official end of the war. After German troops were
driven out by the Red Army, for many Ukrainians the war continued,
both for those still at the front and for those who did not accept the Soviet
regime and fought in the armed underground.

When analyzing contemporary Ukrainian historiography in the con-
text of September 1939, it should be emphasized that already at the turn
of the 1980s and 1990s the first Ukrainian studies began to appear devoted

8 Vipaina ¢ Apyeiii ceimosiii sitini: nozasd 3 XXI emoaimms. Iemopuuni napucu, vol. 1, eds.

B.A. Cmoaiir et al., Kuis 2010, p. 5.

¥ A.B. Pycax, Corosrutu sumaeposckoii Tepmaruu 6 sotire npomus CCCP 1941-1945, Kues
1998; idem, Apmuu corosrukos eumaeposcroii epmaruu 6 eotine npomus CCCP 1941-1945 ze.:
memoduueckue ykasanus, Kues 2002.

% O. Aucerxo, op. cit., pp. 14-15.

51 B.C. Kosaas, Padstcvko-Himeyvkuti naxm 1939 p., Kuis 1989.
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to the beginning of World War Two. A symbolic role in initiating the dis-
cussion on September 1939 was played by Viktor Koval’s study Dovkola
radiansko-polskoi viiny 1939 r. This publication appeared five years after
the book Wojna polsko-sowiecka 1939 (1986) by Karol Liszewski (Ryszard
Szawtowski) came out in London. Koval’s text was not only a summary
of the Polish study but also a polemic with it, and first all a proof of deep
changes taking place in the Ukrainian historical studies of that time®.
In the 1990s, first synthetic studies of World War Two in Ukraine
began to appear in the Ukrainian publishing market. It was a significant
difference compared to the recently dominant narrative about the ‘Great
Patriotic War’. Certainly, the abovementioned monographs also discussed
the situation in the annexed territories in the first weeks of Soviet occupa-
tion, without avoiding the subjects formerly omitted in Soviet textbooks™.
Some of these publications described in comparative detail the process
of establishing the Soviet regime, Soviet policy of repression, economic
transformations and social changes taking place in the occupied areas
of the former south-eastern provinces of the Second Polish Republic™.
The range of subjects in scholarly texts published after 1991, which dis-
cussed the events of September 1939, turned out to be extremely broad®.
Ukrainian historians began studying the participation of the Polish army
in combats in the areas captured by the Soviets (inter alia in Volhynia)
in September 1939%, the activities of the Polish resistance movement,
or the stance of Polish authorities towards the Ukrainian population®.

52 B.C. Kosaap, Joskora padstcoko-norvcvkoi sitinu 1939 p., Kuis 1991.

M.€. Poxuk, 1939 pik 6 icmopuuti 00Ai [loavuyi 1 3axionoi Yicpainu: korcnexm Aexuitl,
Kuis 1992; M.P. Autsun, 1939. 3axioni semai Ypaitiu, Absis 1999.

5 Toaimuuna icmopin Yxpainu. XX cmorimms, vol. 4, Yipaina y Apyeiii ceimosiii siiiti,
1939-1945, ed. B.I. Kyuep, Kuis 2003; B.K. bapan, B.B. Tokapcexuit, Yipaira. 3axioni semAi.
1939-1941, Avsis 2009; M. Autsun, K. Haymenko, Cmanain i 3axiona Yxpaina 1939-1941 pp.,
Kuis 2010.

% However, one cannot include in Ukrainian historiography the then publications of
the Russian Academy of Sciences that were authored by Ukrainians. See: 3anadnas Geao-
pyccus u 3anadnas Yipauna 6 1939-1941 22.: Ar0du, codbvimusi, doxymenmot, eds. O.B. ITeTpos-
ckas, E.IO. Bopucenok, Cankr ITetep6ypr 2011.

% A.O. Pykkac, 30poiinuil onip noavcvkux siticok npomu Yepgonoi Apmii y eepecri 1939
poky na Boauni, Kuis 1997; idem, IToavcvko-padarcoicuti 30poiituti KoHPAIKM HA 3axXidHOYy-
Kpaitcokux semasx (sepecerv-xosmerio 1939 poxy), Kuis 1998, typescript of the candidate’s
thesis; idem, Boiiosi 0ii padstcokux siticok y eepecti 1939 p., in: Yipaina, vol. 1, pp. 165-195.

% Q. Tlantaait, b. Xasapiscokuit, B. Xanac, ITpedmeua. IToavcvkuii pyx Onopy na Tepro-
nirvuguni 1939-1941 pp., Tepnorian 2002.

% T. Tpusya, Ilorvcokuii mepop npomu yxpaitcokozo Hacerenus ¢ 1939 ma ¢ 1941 pp.,
“Yxpainceknit sussoapHNI pyx” 2003, 2, pp. 86-94; O. Azoban, Ykpaitcbio-norvcoke

53

DOI:10.17951/rh.2024.58.841-872



STATE AND PROSPECTS FOR RESEARCH ON THE SEPTEMBER 1939 EVENTS... 855

They also analyzed the general situation in the areas occupied by the Red
Army®, the establishment of Soviet authorities®” and formation of Soviet
military units®!, they studied the Soviet agricultural policy®?, the attitude
of Soviet authorities towards the Ukrainian and Polish population®, feel-
ings of Ukrainian society®, the attitude of the intelligentsia, the process
of transformations within economics®, as well as cultural and educational
and school life®. Studies conducted in those areas were generally of con-
tributory character and did not exhaust the research problems.

The field that attracted special attention of historians — and in studying
which actual progress was made after 1991 — was the issue connected with
the functioning of the Soviet terror apparatus®”. Conducive to that were
the organizational factors at the time. Out of all post-Soviet territories,
in Ukraine and in the Baltic countries a far-reaching liberalization took
place in the right of access to archival materials, including the archives
of the Soviet security services. Owing to this fact, Ukrainian historians were
able to really get to know the process of formation of the Soviet regime

npomucmosHus y éepecri 1939 p. y mozouacwiii npeci ma cnomunax ouesuduyis, “YKpaiHCbKIIit
Bu3BoabHMIt pyx” 2003, 2, pp. 74-86.

% B.P. KoBaawox, 3axiona Ykpaina ta nouamiy 0py2oi c6imoeoi sitinu, “YKpaiHcbKuii icro-
puunmit >xypuaa” 1991, 9, pp. 30-42.

0 B. Kyasunuskuit, C. Kongpatiok, Bematosaens padsncokux opeanis 6aadu ¢ 3axioniii
Yxpaini y 1939-1941 pp, “Bicnux /bsiscbkoro yHisepcutery. Cepis opuanuna” 2001, 36,
pp. 137-141.

o1 QOIL Kpuxninsknit, Jo numanms npo 6oesdamicmv PCYA nid uac padscoko-noirbcvko-
20 30poiitoz0 kongpaikmy 1939 p., “Yxpaiacekumit icroprranamit xxypuaa” 2007, 1, pp. 135-149.

62 B.M. IliBoBapuyk, [ToAimuka padsSHcokozo pexumy oo azpaproz cekmopa 3axionoi
Yipairu (sepecertv 1939 — uepsertv 1941 poxis), “I'pani” 2011, 3, pp. 21-26.

6 A. Tumuenko, CmagaeHHs padsiHcvkoi 6Aadu 00 YKpaiHcokozo i HOAbCLK020 HaceAer s 3a-
xionoi Ypainu (1939-1941 pp.), “Kuiscpxa craposuna” 2011, 1, pp. 103-109.

6 M. IIsaryasix, [Tosuuis ma yuacmo yKpainuis y Himeyvko-noAvcokii it 1939 p., in:
Yipaina-TToavuia saxxi numanis, vol. 4, eds. M. Kyuepera et al., Bapmmasa 1999, pp. 35-58;
B. I'punesira, Henpubopikatie pistozoroccsa: Jpyaa céimoéa 6itiHa i CycnirbHO-noAImuuHi Hacmpoi
6 Yxpaini, 1939—uepseriv 1941 pp. Kuis—Auninponerposcbk 2012; O. Ayubkunii, Avsis nid padsit-
cokoto okynauiero 19391941 pp., “Yxpaincekuii Buspoapauii pyx” 2006, 7, pp. 89-119.

6 1. Mumak, CouiarvHo-ekoHoMIuHT Ma KYAbmypHi nepemeopers Ha 3axioHoyKpaiHcokux
3eMASX nicAsl sxAtouens ix do ckaady YPCP: nosimms icmopiozpagis, “Ictopuko-reorpadiuni
Aocaigxenns B Ykpaini” 2009, 11, pp. 276-287.

6 Kyaomyphe xumms ¢ Yipaini. 3axioni semai. Joxymenmu i mamepiaru, vol. 1, 1939-
1953, eds. T. Taaaigax et al., Knis 1995; I. /lygakiscbKa, Ykpaiticoka irmenizenyis 3axionux
ooaacmeii YPCP 6 nepuui poxu padsmcvior 6aadu (1939-1941 pp.), Assis 2001.

7 Vide: S. Kokin, Wspdlczesna historiografia ukrainiska dziejow komunistycznych organdw
bezpieczenstwa panstwowego w USRS, “Aparat Represji w Polsce Ludowej 1944-1989” 2021,
19, pp. 325-376.
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established in 1939 in the areas of former provinces of the Second Polish
Republic®®, the creation and activities of the regime’s terror apparatus (e.g.
which supervised the transfer of Polish prisoners of war by the Red Army
to NKVD groups)®, as well as to reconstruct the personnel composition
of the repression apparatus’™, the organization of deportations”" and dif-
ferent forms of Soviet reprisals towards the local population”. Some part

% B. Adaumaenxo, “Yemeepmuii n00ir” TToAvbigi i 6cMaH0BACHHS PadSHCLKOZ0 MOmMarimap-

Ho20 pexxumy 6 3axionii Yxpaini, “3 apxisis BYUK-TTIY-HKBA-KI'B” 2004, 22, pp. 59-79;
idem, Jixeidauis Iloavbcokoi depKasu ma 6CmMaH06ACHHS padsHCcbKoz0 pexumy 6 3axionit Yipa-
ini, “Yxpaincbkuii icropmanmii xxypaaa” 2006, 3, pp. 111-125.

% 1. Biaac, Penpecusto-xaparvra cucmema ¢ Yipaini. 1917-1953. CycniroHo-noAimuymuii
ma icmopuxo-npasosuii anais, vol. 1, Kuis 1994; 1. Lapromun, O. ITmennikos, JisavHicno
onepamusHo-vexicmevkux zpyn HKBA y saxionux obaacmsx Yipairu (eepeceriv—xosmeriv 1939
p.), 3 apxisip BYUK-TTIY-HKBA-KTB” 2000, 2/4, pp. 424-433; 1. Laptommn, Onepamus-
Ho-uexicmevxi zpynu HKBC 6 saxionux o0aacmax Ykpainu y eepecti-xkosmmi 1939 poxy, in: 1939
pix 6 icmopuuniti 0oAl Yipainu i yxkpainuyis, Assis 2001, pp. 178-182; 1. /Alyuakiscbka, Qopmy-
6arHsl 1 OISIADHICIL penpectusHo-KaparvHux cmpykmyp na Jpozoduwuuni (1939-1941 pp.), “ Apo-
roOMIIBKII Kpae3Hapunit 30ipHuk” 2006, 10, pp. 481-488; 1. Taspmais, birvutosutyvri me-
pop Ha 3axionoykpaincokux semasx y 1939-1941 pp., “Bicauk HarionaapHOro yHiBepcurery
«/IpBiBChKa TIOAiTexHiKa». Cepis: Jeprkasa i apmia” 2008, 612, pp. 141-148; I. Kobpurosny,
Opezanizayis ma JisAbHICMD penpecusHo-KaparvHoi cucmemu 0irvuiosusmy Ha Boauni y 1939—
1941 pp., “Bicauk HarionaasHoro yHisepcureTy «/lbBiBcbKa noaitexnika». Cepist: Jep:ka-
Ba i apmisn” 2008, 612, pp. 148-152; 10.A. Kupuuayk, Padsncoxuii mepop 1939-1941 pp., in:
Hoaimuunuti mepop i mepopusm 6 Yrpaini. XIX—XX cm. Iecmopuuni napucu, eds. B.M. Antsun
et al., Kuis 2002, pp. 574-590.

70 A. Kus'1ok, Kadposuii ckaad i disavricmy opeanie HKBA-HKI'B nid uac «nepuioi padsi-
Hisayii» 3axionoi Yxpainu xpiso npusmy «Beauiozo mepopy», “3 apxisis BYUK, I'TIY, HKBA,
KI'B” 2012, 2, pp. 7-40; idem, “Buxopucmari ma suxurymi”... na 3axiony Yxpainy: suxonasyi
Beauwozo mepopy ax ,,padanizamopu” Pistencoxoi ooracmi (19391941 pp.), “3 apxisis BYUK,
ITIY, HKBA, KI'B” 2018, 2, pp. 69-122.

7L M. Byrait, Jenopmauii naceaenns 3 Yipainu (30 — 50-mi pp..), “YxpalHCcbKuii icropud-
Huit xxypnaa” 1990, 10, pp. 32-38, 11, pp. 20-26; 0. Copoka, 3axionoyxpaitcoii 3emAi Ha
nouamiosomy emani Jpyzoi c6imosoi sitinu: Oixenii, 6iiiCbKOG0NOAOHEHT, 00MIH HACEAEHHAM,
“Ernivyna icropis mapoais €sporn” 2011, 34, pp. 4-8; A.1. Pabomanxo, denopmayiini ax-
1411 4000 HAUIOHANDHUX MeHuuH 3axioHoil Yipainu sk pisnosud penpeciti (1939-1941). “Bicauk
yuiBepcutety BHyTpimHix cpas” 2000, 12, 1, pp. 201-204; idem, Padsncoko-nimerokuii do-
206ip npo Henanad 1939 p.: HACAIOKU 0AS HALIOHANbHUX MeHuuH 3axionol Yicpainu (1939-1941),
“Bicuuk /lpBiBchkoro yHiBepcutery. Cepis mixkHapoanux sianocun” 2001, 2, pp. 435-437.

2 B. Bapawn, B. Toxapcskumit, “3auucmia”: norimuuni penpecii ¢ 3axionux ooracmsax Yxpa-
inu 1939-1941, Awsis 2014; /1.I. Pabommanxo, Penpecusii 3ax00u 14000 HAUIOHANGHUX MEHULUH
3axionoi Ypainu 6 exoromiuniii cdepi (1939-1941), “Bicamk /lyraHCHKOTO iH-Ty BHYTpPiIIHiX
crpas Ykpainn” 2000, 1, pp. 16-23; idem, ITopyuients norimuunux i ocoducmux npas Haiyio-
HaAbHUX menwun 3axionot Yrpainu (1939-1941), “Haykosuit sichuk HarionaapHO1 akaje-
Mil BHyTpimmHix cripas Ykpainn” 2000, 2, pp. 85-92; idem, Pearisauis npuniunis «padancorkoi
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of these texts was later printed in Polish translations”; some were revised
and published in cooperation with Polish historians”. Considerable atten-
tion was also devoted to the organization and functioning of POW camps
in the territory of the Ukrainian SSR, which were created already in Septem-
ber 1939, and in which soldiers and officers of the Polish Army were kept”.
At the same time studies were conducted on the participation of Ukrainian
contracted officers in the Polish army”® and soldiers of national minorities
(including Ukrainian) in the September campaign’’, as well as on the for-
mation and activities of Ukrainian units as part of German formations”.
Ukrainian historians devoted extremely particular attention to the
problem not studied previously, i.e. the activity of the Ukrainian na-
tionalist underground in September 19397°. Scholars, mainly their young
generation, focused on reconstructing the structures of the Organiza-
tion of Ukrainian Nationalists in the areas of Galicia and Volhynia, and

demoxpamii» w000 HayioHAAbHUX MeHuiun y 3axioniin Yicpaini (1939-1941), “Bicank /1bbis-
CBHKOTO yHiBepcuTeTy BHyTpimHix crrpas” 2000, 1, pp. 56-59.

78 1. Tjuszyn, Utworzenie i dziatalnos¢ operacyjno-czekistowskich grup NKWD w zachodnich
obwodach Ukrainy w 1939 r., in: Materiaty z miedzynarodowej konferencji naukowej “Polski
wrzesien 1939 — wojna na dwa fronty”, Piotrkéw Trybunalski 2000, pp. 57-69.

7 1. Tjuszyn, G. Mazur, Utworzenie i dzialalnos¢ czekistowskich grup operacyjnych NKWD
w zachodnich obwodach Ukrainy w latach 1939-1940. (Na podstawie materiatéw Parstwowego
Archiwum Stuzby Bezpieczenitwa Ukrainy), “Zeszyty Historyczne” 2001, 135, pp. 49-74.

75 O.B. IMotuasuak, Padsicvkuil 6ilicokosuii noAOH ma inmeprysanns 6 Ypaini (1939-
1954), Kuis 2004, pp. 33-43; idem, [Torvcoki epomadanu 6 padancokux mabopax OAs 6iil-
cvkosonoronenux (1939-1941), in: Ypaina i ITorvuwa ¢ XX cmorimmi: npobremu i nepcnex-
musu 63aemosionocur, ed. IT.M. Uepnera, Kuis—Kpaxis, pp. 164-149; idem, IToavcoki 6osixu
6 COBEMCOKUX MAadopax OAsl 61iicbkosonororenux. (Jo nidcymiic icnmopuuriozo susyers «Kamu-
cokoi cnpasu»), “Bussoasanit masx” 2002, 7, pp. 68-77; idem, IToAvcoki 6iiicbk060CAY# 006141
6 padsrcokux mabdopax 0As eiticokosonoromerux (1939-1940 pp.), “Icropis B mxoai” 2002, 7,
pp. 9-12.

76 A Pykkac, Yuacmo yxpainiyis-konmpakmuux ofilepis noAvcokoi apmii y eepecresiil kam-
nanii 1939 p., “Kuiscbka craposuna” 2002, 3, pp. 90-102.

77 A Pykkac, Ykpainui y Biiicoxy IToavcokomy. Bepecenv 1939 poxy, in: Yxpaina i ITorv-
wa 6 XX cmorimmi: npobremu i nepcnexmusu 63A€MOGIOHOCUN: S0IPHUK HAYKOSUX NpaLb,
ed. I1.M. Yepnera, Kuis—Kpaxkis 2002, pp. 149-152; idem, Yuacmo yixpaiti1,ié-604Ki6 n0oAbCL-
Kot apmii y eepechesiii kamnanii 1939 poxy, in: 1939 pix 6 icmopuuniti oAl Yipainu i yxpainuie:
mamep. Mixnap. nayx. kong. 23-24 eepecria 1999 p., eds. K. K. Konapariok at al., /ssis 2001;
S Amutpyk, B. SIposuii, Poav Hayionarvrux menwun y Biiicoiy IToavcokomy nid uac éepecte-
60i kamnanii 1939 p., “Eppornericeki icropuyni cryaii” 2019, 13, pp. 233-248.

78 A. BoasiHoBcbkuit, Yipaincoki 6iticokosi gopmyearis 6 30pounux curax Himewwunu
(1939-1945), AnBiB 2003, pp. 26—41.

7 See also: B. Yxau, Cyuacna yxpaiticoka icmopiozpais anmunorvcvkoeo noscmaris OYH
(cepnerv-sepecertv 1939 p.), “Eminax” 2020, 2, pp. 229-237.
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on retracing the activities of the OUN in the first weeks of the war. A sub-
stantial part of these studies covered the analysis of preparations for
an anti-Polish uprising®, a smaller one — the activities of Soviet counter-
intelligence against the OUN®.. The studies in question do not exhaust the
problem under discussion but contribute a meaningful change to getting
to know the events taking place in September 1939.

An important role in introducing the knowledge about the first weeks
of the war into the scientific circulation is played by present-day publica-
tions of sources and articles analyzing the preserved archival base®>. Many
of the documents that were classified until recently have been published
in scientific journals. A special role in this process has been played by the
Ukrainian periodical “Z archiviv VUChK-GPU-NKVD-KGB” published
since 1994. It has received hundreds of documents but, regrettably,

8 A. Pykkac, boiiosi 0ii saconie OYH y eepecri 1939 p., “ApOroduLIbKimil Kpae3HaBamit

30ipamk” 2002, 6, pp. 387-392; idem, 30poiini sazonu Opzarnisayii Yipaincoiux Havionanic-
mie na bepexcarujuni (éepeceriv 1939), “Yxpaincpkuit BussoasHuit pyx” 2004, 3, pp. 145-159;
idem, OVH na mepumopii /vsiscoicozo 60e6odcmea y eepectii 1939 p., “Kuiscpka craposuHa”
2003, 1, pp. 73-82; idem, 30poiini sucmynu urernic OYH na nowamiy Apyzoi ceimoeoi siiru,
“Boenmna icropis” 2008, 5, pp. 44-50; B. Mopos, Jisiviicmv OVH nanepedodni i na novam-
xy Apyzoi ceimosoi sitinu, in: I1. Mipayk, Hapuc icmopii OVH. 1920-1939 poxu, Kuis 2007,
pp- 590-599; O. Kyuepyk, Yipaircoke noscmanns sepectss 1939 poxy na 3axionii Yxpaini,
“ITam’sa1b cToaiTs” 2000, 5, pp. 143-151; T. I'pusya, IIpomunorvcoke noscmars Ha 3axioiil
Yxpainiy eepecni 1939 p., “Haykosi saninckn Harrionaapnoro yHisepcutery «OcTpo3bKa aka-
aemis»,,. Cepis: Icropmani mayku, 2003, 3, pp. 230-237; O.B. depxkau, Yipaiticoko-noivcvke
siiicbiose npomucmosHHs 6 nepiod sepectesoi kamnanii 1939 poxy, “T'pani” 2012, 5, pp. 45-49;
M. IociBama, Anmunorvcoka disavricmo OVH 6 3axionii Yxpaini (Atomuii- cepnenv 1939
p.), “YKpaiHa: KyAbTypHa CIajlliHa, HalliOHaAbHa CBigOMiCTh, Aep>kasHicTs” 2008, 17,
pp. 346-356; M. I'aspurmko, I1podaema yxpaiticoicozo noscmanns y Faruuuni nanepedodi Hi-
MelbKo-noAvevkoi sinu 1939 poxy, “Ykpaincekuit sussoasHuii pyx” 2010, 14, pp. 73-89;
O.1. daposanens, Penpecusta axiyis noavcokoi 6axadu uodo Opzanizayii Yipaincoxkux Hayi-
onaricmie Ha Boauni ¢ aucmonadi 1938 p.—sepecni 1939 p., “YKpaiHChKMII BU3BOABHUI PyX”
2004, 3, pp- 102-144; A. XKXus'tok, ITouamox Apyzoi céimosoi sititu na Boauni. Jepmaricoke
noscmarnns, “Taamanna” 2009, 15-16, pp. 321-326; A. XKus'1ok, I. Mapuyx, Bid “depmancvikoi
pecnybriku” do “Aepmaricoroi mpazedii”: napucu icmopii yip. 6u360A. pyxy 6 Aepmari na Boau-
i, Pisne 2011; I. IlaTtpuask, Anmunorvcoxe noscmartst OVH y eepecri 1939 p., in: “Ilepemoza
abo cmepmyv”: ykpaincviuii 6ussorvHutl pyx y 1939-1960 poxax, Avsis 2012, pp. 25-35.

81 /. Beaeuees, Padsncoki cneycaysxou 6 poku JApyeoi ceimosoi siiinu, in: Yxpaina 6 Apyeiii
ceimosiii 6itini: noeasd 3 XXI cmoaimma. Iemopuyuni napucu, vol. 2, eds. B. A. Cmoaiit et al.,
Kunis 2011, pp. 279-284.

82 B.P. Kosaawk, Hosi apxisni doxymenmu npo Hapodui 300pu 3axionoi Yipainu (kos-
menv 1939), “Apxisn Yxpainn” 1991, 5, pp. 88-91. See also: Apxisu oxynauyii. 1941-1944,
ed. H. Makoscska, Kuis 2006.
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September 1939 is negligibly present in them®. Interesting materials were,
however, published already in the 1990s in the collection devoted to de-
portations and exchange of the populations.** Documents, memoirs and
accounts concerning the beginning of the war are also included in the
multi-volume series Rehabilitovani istorieiu. Separate parts devoted to indi-
vidual Ukrainian regions contain accessible databases of the victims of the
Soviet totalitarian regime. By publishing documents, Volodymyr Serhiy-
chuk tried to cope with the criticism of the ‘Golden September’. He has
published some other collections of documents, but even these contained
only single items showing the situation in September 1939 in the territories
gradually occupied by the Red Army®. A similar case was also with the
selection of documents under the joint Polish-Ukrainian initiative (mainly
that of the Polish Institute of National Remembrance (IPN) and the Archive
of Security Service of Ukraine) for publishing materials devoted to World
War Two, activities of the Polish underground® and Soviet reprisals in the
occupied territories of the eastern provinces of the Second Polish Republic
after September 17%. From the perspective of the beginnings of the Soviet
occupation worth noting is the collection of documents of the Soviet secu-
rity apparatus prepared and edited by Vasyl Danylenko and Serhii Kokin®,.

* % X

In the contemporary Ukrainian historiography, there are contradictory
self-assessments. Some historians argue that in comparison with Western
(and even Russian) academic research, studies in Ukraine devoted to World
War Two have evidently slowed down in the last three decades®. Precisely

8 B. Bapan, B. Aannaeunxo, [Texyua npasda icmopii: doxymenmu I/ CB Yipainu npo disrv-

Hicmo padsaHcokutl opzanis depxasHoi Oesnexu y 1939-1941 pp., in: Padscoki opzanu depKasHor
besnexu y 1939 —uepeni 1941 p.: dokymernmu IJA Cb Ykpainu, eds. B. Aannaenko, C. Kokin,
Kuis 2009, p. 6.

8 Jenopmauii: Saxioni semai Yipainu winys 30-x — novamxy 50-x pp. Joxymenmu, ma-
mepiaiu, cnozadu, vol. 1, 1939-1945, eds. FO. Causxa et al., /1pBiB 1996.

8 B. Ceprituyx, [Tpasda npo “3oromuit eepecerv” 1939—z0, Kuis 1999; idem, Yxpaincokuii
306z, vols 1-4, Kuis 2004-2005.

8 TToavwa ma Yipaina y mpudusmux—copoxosux poxax XX cmorimms: Hegidomi dokcymen-
mu 3 apxieie cneyiarvHux cAyx6 / Polska i Ukraina w latach trzydziestych i czterdziestych XX
wieku: nieznane dokumenty z archiwow stuzb specjalnych, vol. 1, Baprmasa—Kuis 1998.

87 Rozkaz nr 001353. Operacja proskrypcyjna NKWD 1939-1941 / Haxas Ne 001353. Onepa-
yis npockpunuii HKB/ 1939-1941, eds. J. Antoniuk at al., Warszawa-Kijow 2020.

8 Padancoxi opearu depxasnoi Oesnexu y 1939 —wepsni 1941 p. Aoxymernmu I AA CB Ypa-
inu, eds. B. Aannaenxo, C. Kokin, Kuis 2009.

8 Ibidem, p. 10
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the opposite is claimed by those who emphasize that the issues of WW2
occupy the leading position in Ukrainian historiography, and throughout
the whole period the subject matter has been studied by a large circle
of scholars®. These assessments require a certain distance because they
omit the scale and quality of redefining the profile of historical research,
especially into the most recent period. In comparison with European his-
toriography the Ukrainian studies devoted to the years 1939-1945 are not
the most extensive but neither are they the scantiest. After the fall of the
Soviet Union dynamic changes took place in Ukrainian historiography that
determined the restoration of the status of science to history. The collapse
of the totalitarian regime allowed historians in Ukraine, without a risk
of reprisal for the first time, to critically present the assessment not only
of World War Two but also of the September of 1939. An exemplification
of difficulties with which Ukrainian historians have to cope are inter alia
discussions on the terms “World War Two’, ‘Great Patriotic War’, “unifica-
tion of lands’, or the maintenance of the myth of a co-victor in World War
Two or at least ‘victory without liberation™!.

The analysis of selected studies published during the Soviet period
shows the enormity of wasted effort and work. To make up for what could
have been done in the span of several decades would require enormous
expenditure on historical research. In the last three decades, Ukrainian
historical studies have, however, changed their character. A symptom
of the overcoming of old patterns was not only the publications but also
conferences devoted to September 1939.°2 They show that despite the
absence of research on many significant themes, or the need to present
the investigated subjects definitely more thoroughly, present-day Ukrai-
nian historiography has, in comparison with the Soviet era, made a huge
qualitative leap and took actions towards eliminating myths about World
War Two, ingrained by ‘Ukrainian Soviet historiography’®. From the per-
spective of Polish historical studies, the Ukrainian publications devoted

% B. Crewukesuy, op. cit., p. 43.

%l See: B. Maxkapuyk, [ocydapcmeento-meppumopuarvHuiii cmamyc 3anadHo-ykpauHckux
semeav 6 nepuod Bmopoit muposoii eotirol. Memopuxo-npasosoe uccaedosarive, Mocksa 2010,
pp. 13-232; M.B. Kosaas, Ykpaina ¢ Apyziii céimosiii i Beauxiii Bimuustaniit itinax (1939—
1945 pp.), Kuis 1999, p. 5; Ypaina ¢ Apyeiii céimosiii eiiini: Jo 70-piuus nepemozu Had Hatjus-
mom y Apyeiii céimosiii eitini, Kuis 2003, pp. 22, 26.

2 T. Fopbauescbkuit, MixHapooua naykoea xongepenyis «sepecertv 1939 p. y dori depsxas
ma napodie» (Jo 80-piuus nouamxy Apyeoi ceimosoi eititu), “YKpaIHCHKUIL iCTOPIYIHMIT XKy -
Haa” 2019, 5, pp. 223-224.

% B. Topaienko, Hapooui 300pu 3axionoi Yipainu: 6oAs Hapody wu noAimuunuii gapc pa-
damcvroz0 ypady, “Boas i barvkismuua” 1997, 2, pp. 72-77; Biuna i mip. Hesidoma Apyza
ceimosa, eds. O. 3inuenko, B.B arposuy, M. Mariopos, Kuis 2016.
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to September 1939 are extremely important since they refer to questions
that are significant in the research on the history of Poland and for which
the source base is stored in Ukrainian (and Russian) archives.
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